

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION/PRIVACY ACTS SECTION 

COVER SHEET 


SUBJECT: HOWARD COSELL 


NOTICE 


THE BEST COPIES OBTAINABLE ARE 
INCLUDED IN THE REPRODUCTION 
OF THE FILE. PAGES INCLUDED 
THAT ARE BLURRED, LIGHT OR 
OTHERWISE DIFFICULT TO READ 
ARE THE RESULT OF THE CONDITION 
AND OR COLOR OF THE ORIGINALS 
PROVIDED. THESE ARE THE BEST 
COPIES AVAILABLE. 


0-73 (Rev. 7-20-73) 


MESSAGE RELAY 

D ate J-^-L 1*1 5 


i 


Transmit in 


ftr\nj re* r 

(plaintext or code ) 


via teletype the attached 


message. 

( priority ) 


**************************** 


***** 


FROM: 

TO: 


Director, FBI 

RUEADWW/ □ The President 
RUEADWW/ □ The Vice President 


FIELD DISSEMINATION 


SACS: 


: ; Att. 


RUEADWW/ □ White House Situation Room 
1 — Att.: 


\ 


RUEHOC/ 

RUEAIIA/ 

RUEKJCS/ 



-< 

^ - 


V 

/ 


& 


LEGATS: 


RUEACSI/ 


I | Secretary of State 
I I Director, CIA 

I | Director, Defense Intelligence Agency 
i j and National Indications Center 

I | Department of the Army 
RUEBGFA/ □ Department of the Air Force (AFOSI) 

RUEOLKN/ □ Naval Investigative Service / 

RUEADSS/ [gfu. S. Secret Service (PID) 

I I Attorney General ( Hj By messenger) 

I I Deputy Attorney General ( □ By messenger) 

I | Assistant Attorney General, Criminal Division 
- ... Fj and Internal Security Section 

~ -- r~ and General Crimes Section 

RUEBWJA/ □ Immigration & Naturalization Service 
•3JUE0IAA/ □ National Security Agency (DIRNSA/XSOC (Att.: 

• v J ,r ' 

RUEOGBA/ Qj Federal Aviation Administration 



BUEBWJA/ 

RUEBWJA/ 

BUEBWJA/ 


j 

■» 


SOO^j 


Aitoc. Dir. 
Asti. Dir.: 
Admin. 


□ 

□ 

Classification: < Classify if to other than Bureau Office) 


Comp. Syn. — SUBJECT: 

* lies & Ccm . ^ 

Gen. Inv. 

Ident. 

Inspection 

Intel I . 

Loboratory 

Plon. & Eval. 

Spec. Inv. 


see fiTTA'rfe'b — 
mem: of - msrmwn 

COMMUNICATIONS S£dLQ^ ext of message begins on next page.) 

0, 


REC-86 //j O u _ 466^ 

^ ) / • ' ' 

' Foreign Liaison Unit 

: 1 Route th rough for revie 


MCT-33 


i 

with - 

* OCT 31 1973 


i raining . 


Legal Coun. 
Cong. Serv. _ 
Corr^& Crm. 

Research 
Press* Off. __ 


-v.7 


-lephone Rm. 

•or Soc- y _ MAIL ROOM I 



X> 




io 




TELETYPE UNIT 


/t 




tt^«JCanOfStS*5c(p aGN ,. . 


NR2B7 BU PLAIN 


1>kITEy 0 /2S/73 EWL 
DIRECTOR 

W YORK Nv 4 


Ocm?. Srst Y_ 

FilX * Cot^t ^ 
Gen. \ar. 

I deni yy * 

InioectidC 

I a tell. / \ 

., Laonrixcry y__ 
Planar EvjTI 

Trunin? X 

Lapal Ccun. 

telephone Km. _ 
Director See'y 


FROif 3UFFAL0 C9.-NEW) 3P 




UNSUB; HOWARD COSEU^ - VI CTIM fr EXTORTION? V ,^. £• 

BOMB THREAT 00: BUFFALO ,'^M^ ■_ :'jjp /M&i 

: ‘ POSTAL. AUTHORITIES,, LACKAWANNA, NY\ WfiSY ADVISEd/ THEY HAD : .'JJv 

INTERCEPTED POST , ADDRESSED "TO VICTIM . AT RICH STADIUM, ; rW6 

ORCHARD PARK, NY. POST CARD, TURNED OVER TO BUFFALO OFFICE, / : 

IS PRINTED AND IS ADDRESSED TO "HOWARD COSELL - ABC - TV - CH 7, 

I RICH ST, C/0 RICH STADIUM - BUFFALO BILLS, ORCHARD PARK, NY, 

PERSONAL - ONLY". THE MESSAGE SIDE IS ALSO PRINTED AND READS, 

"HOWARD COSELL-THE MOUTH. WHY/dON’T YOU DROP DEAD YOU HOMO - FAG f ^ 

BIG MOUTH AND YOUR. BOOK’ SUCKS: LIKE YOU D0„ V LL HELP YOU. THERE’S 


A BOMB IN THE RICH STADIUM;. . IT W ILL BLOW YOU UP AT .10:00 MONDAY 
10/29/73 AT RICH STADIUM - BUFFALO, NY." PRINTED TWICE ON THE BORDER 
IS "NO JOKE." 

AUSA BUFFALO, CONTACTED AND FEELS MESSAGE CONTAINS THREAT AND 
HE WILL CONSIDER PROSECUTION IF SUBJECT DEVELOPED. 


END PAGE ONE 


I 


PAGE TWO 


POSTAL AUTHORITIES ADVISE THIS CARD ONE OF 86 PIECES OF MAIL 
IN ONE BOX AND FEEL ALL 86 PIECES PLACED BY ONE INDIVIDUAL. 

THE OTHER PIECES WERE BUSINESS REPLY ENVELOPES AND CARDS WHICH 
WERE EITHER EMPTY OIK NOT FILLED OUT^ THESE REMAINING - PIECES - ~ 
FORWARDED BY POSTAL SUPERINTENDENT, LACKAWANNA, TO POSTAL INSPECTORS 
BUFFALO AND NOT AVAILABLE TO' BUFFALO AT THIS TIME. 

SUPERINTENQENr'ADVISED. ALL MAIL BELIEVED TO BE AUTHORED BY ONE 
INDIVIDUAL,M|BBHHHHmHl THIS 

. y '<■- - ‘.1.- *v* • *_ ~ -*v 

BASED ON PRIOR INVESTIGATION BY POSTAL AUTHORITIES WHEREIN ONE 


INDIVIDUAL .DEPOSITED LARGE QUANTITIES OF SPURIOUS MAIL WHERE 
LEGITIMATE BUSINESS REPLY ENVELOPES WERE ALTERED BY CHANGING THE 
ADDRESSES. THIS SAME CONDITION EXISTS IN MANY PIECES OF MAIL 
FOUND IN BOX T0&AY .... 

PRIOR POSTAL. INVESTIGATIONS DEVELOPED^UBks P RI «E SUSPECT 
HOWEVER ,^m|3ELIEVED TO BE MENTALLY DEFECTIVE 18 YEAR OLD \q)C 
ACCORDING TO NEIGHBORHOOD GOSSIP. ^||kOT HER DECLINED TO 
COOPERATE WITH POSTAL AUTHORITIES IN PAST AND MAILINGS CONTINUE. 

END PAGE TWO 



PAGE THREE 



BUFFALO INSTITUTING INVESTIGATION AND HAS NOTIFIED 
APPROPRIATE LOCAL POLICE AUTHORITIES AND BUFFALO SECRET 
SERVICE. VICTIM COSELL NOT SCHEDULED TO ARRIVE BUFFALO UNTIL 
EVENING OF 10/27/73 AND WILL BROADCAST FOOTBALL GAME (BUFFALO 
VS KANSAS CITY) AT RICH STADIUM 9:00 PM 10/29/73. 

HIS CURRENT WHEREABOUTS UNKNOWN BUT IT IS BELIEVED HE CAN BE 


LOCATED THROUGH ABC TELEVISION NETWORK, NEW YORK CITY, 
ADDRESS UNKNOWN.. BUFFALO INDICES NEGATIVE RE^^H 


NY, FURTHUR 




END 





FD-36 (Rev. S-22-64) 


Transmit the^following in 

AIRTEL 

Via — 



F B I 

- Date: 10/30/73 


(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIR MAIL - REGISTERED MAIL 


(Priority) 



TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

(ATTN: FBI LABORATORY) 

iV 

SAC, BUFFALO (9-1173) (P) 



unsu: 

HOWARD "COSELL - VICTIM 
EXTORTION; BOMB THREAT 
(00: BUFFALO) 



v\ 






cz. 

d? 




Re Buffalo teletype to Bureau and New York, 10/26/73. 

Enclosed for the Laboratory is the extortion note 
in this case. 




For the information of the Laboratory, enclosed 
card was recovered by postal authorities from a mailbox in 
Lackawanna, New York on 10/26/73. Postal Superintendent, 
Lackawanna, advised that they have been receiving a large 
quantity of spurious mail in this box during the recent past 
where legitimate business reply envelopes were altered by 
chaging the addresses. Along with this card were 85 other 
pieces of mail which the postal authorities feel were placed 
there by the same individual who placed the extortion note in 
the mailbox. The Postal Inspector s have developed a suspect, 
one but have been unsuccessful 

in locating him for interv^w^^^ - ;^^*,^ _ , s/ / 

Bup^au Agdnts 10/27//3 

and admitted placing a large quan tp.tyL ojf business reply en- 
velopes artd ads cut from newspapers into the mailbox in 
question on 10/26/73. but he denied placing extortion note in 



box. 


refused to 


f urni stehandwr i t ing 


„ SEALED, 
f 3 - Buieau ( 

Z - Buffalo 



samples . 


15 MOV 


1913 








#- 


j 



b7C- 


Approved: 


Special Agent in Charge 


Sent 


.M 


Per 


U.S. Government Printing Office: 1972 455-574 


BU 9-1173 



farrested by Buffalo, Mew York Police 

Department 4/30/66 under their 468590 on a burglary charge. 

describe d as white ma le, 5*7". 165 poun ds, 

brown hair, blue eyes,' 

three- inch scar le ft wrist and hand, and Social Security 
Number 


AUSA, Buffalo contacted 10/26/73 and feels the 
message contains a threat and stated he will consider prose- 
cution if unsub identified. 

The Laboratory is requested to furnish extortion 
letter to the Latent Fingerprint Section to examine the 
le tter fo r latents of value and compare with fingerpints 
of^M Buffalo FD #68590. 


LEAD 



BUFFALO 

AT BUFFALO, MEW YORK 

Mill attempt to locate suitable handprinting samples 
of^HPand submit to Laboratory for comparison with hand- 
printing on note. 


2 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAl. W 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


7 -'2 




BMarded ll-8r73 


Re: 


ussub; 

HOfABB COSELL 


Laboratory -Worksheet 

LATEST 


VICTIM} } 
THREAT 


00: Buffalo 


Examination requested by: FBX f Baff&lO (9—1173) 

Examination requested: DoCUB Cflt — FlBSVTPflOt 

Result of Examination: 


File # / "7 V " 'QL L 

Lab.# D- 73 1103012 P T 


alrtel 10-30-73 

Date received: 11-2-73 

Examination by: 


“Evidence to be 
returned by 



/ 





01 Band arintod Tbank You card bearing 
ABC - *.▼. - eH.7 and naasaga on 

« HOYABD COSELL - THE UootH. 


"H0VAHD COSELL - 
aide boginning 


1-336 (Rev. 7- 16-73) 



FEDER” BUREAU OF INVF^'QATION 

Washington. D. C. 20537 

REPORT 


of the 


- V „ 


IDENTIFICATION DIVISION 

LATENT FINGERPRINT SECTION 


your filejjp o-i 173 /, 

FBI FCLE r Jrey‘ A ' 5 ° 17 5 -; -if 669 — / 
LATENT CASE NO. '..-30H02 


November 23. 1973 


TO: 3 ,. c . Buffalo 


RE: UNsUB . ; 

HO -JARD COSELL - VICTIM 
EXTORTION j BOMB THREAT 


REFERENCE: AirtSl 20-20-73 

EXAMINATION REQUESTED BY: Buffil' - ' 

specimens: '^2 . card bearing hand, rrintad ness age 


Speciren described in separate Laboratory 

report. 

No latent prints of value developed on en- 
closed card. 


Assoc. Dir. 

Asst. Dir.: 

Admin. — 


Comp. Sy»t. 

Files & Com. 

Gen. Inv. 

Ident. 



Inspection . 

Intel!. _________ 

Laboratory 

Plan. & Evol. 

Spec. Inv. 

Training 

Legal Coon. 

Cong. Serv. 

Corr. & Crm. 

Reiearcn - 

Prrss Off. ^ 

Telephone Rm. 

Director Sec y 



7:2 




BmonM 11-5-73 


Re: uxsiTB; 

HOWASB 


\qI0 


) ) 

) FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA. _^N 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
Recorded 11/16/73, 9:30 a.m. tao 


Laboratory Work Sheet 

LATER 


- VICTIM; ; 
THKEAT 


00: Buffalo 

Examination requested by: FBI, Buffalo (9—1173) 

Examination requested: DOCWSSnt — FlQEttfpflQt 

Result of Examination: 


Received 11/16/73 *} 

File # } "! '-i - Q L b ^ " f- 

Lab # D-731105012 PF 

LC if A-8050 2 


alrtel 10-30-73 

Date received: 11—2—73 

Examination by: ®S|§|§j|j| 


Named Suspect 



Buffalo PD =f 68590 


// -f- -1_ t— 

S/l' ’ '-O 1 ' p- ' 


Noted By; 


1 . cl 


/ - 


'// !; 


i ... : >•„ 




01 Hand printed Thank You eard bearing address "HOWARD COSELL - 
ABC - t.T. - cH.7 and message on rsrerss side beginning 

" HOVABD COSELL - THE MoutH " 



Examination Completed 


W ?:- .? 


Dictated 


/Oats' Time 


•' V / / 

Dyte 







• ■ - - CUTvZAU C r C.'.£3 iiGA~iCN 

-C.o;,j,viu?g;cAnoNs section 


NR007 BU/PLAIN 
1059PM NITEL 10/26/73 EWL 
TO DIRECTOR 
NEW YORK 
FROM BUFFALO (9-NEW) 3P 


- • Z L- i 2/2 


TELETYPE 


jS> 


INSUB; HOWARD cOSELL - .VICTIM: EXTORTION; 
loMB THREAT 00: 3UFFAL0 


Assoc. Dir. 

Asst Dir.: 

Admin. 



Comp. Syst _ 
Ext Affai 
Files & Co 
Gen. Inv. 

Ident 

Inspection 

Intell. 

Laboratory 

Plan. & Eval. 

Spec. Inv. 

Training 

Levrul Coun. 

Telephone Km, 

Director Sec’y ! 



POSTAL AUTHORITIES, LACKAWANNA, NY TODAY ADVISED THEY HAD 

INTERCEPTED POST CA^ ; ADDRESSED TO VICTIM AT RICH STADIUM, 

ORCHARD PARK, NY. POST CARD, TURNED OVER TO BUFFALO OFFICE, 

IS PRINTED AND IS ADDRESSED TO "HOWARD COSELL - ABC - TV - CH 7 , 

l RICH ST, C/0 RICH STADIUM - BUFFALO BILLS, ORCHARD PARK, NY, 

PERSONAL - ONLY". THE MESSAGE SIDE IS ALSO PRINTED AND READS 

w 

"HOWARD COSELL-THE MOUTH. WHY DON’T YOU DROP DEAD YOU HOMO - FAG 
BIG MOUTH AND YOUR BOOK SUCKS LIKE YOU DO. I’LL HELP YOU. THERE’S 
A BOMB IN THE RICH STADIUM. IT WILL BLOW YOU UP AT 10:00 MONDAY 
10/29/73 AT RICH STADIUM - BUFFALO, NY." PRINTED TWICE ON THE BORDER 
IS "NO JOKE." 

AUSA BUFFALO, CONTACTED AND FEEtF~ME'SSAGE CONTAINS THREAT AND 
HE WILL CONSIDER PROSECUTION IF SUBJECT DEVELOPED. 

END PAGE ONE 

> ,[i3 


* 




m 


151973 




REC-83 





/ 


PAGE TWO/ 


POSTAL AUTHORITIES ADVISE THIS CARD ONE OF 86 PIECES OF MAIL 
IN ONE BOX AND FEEL ALL 86 PIECES PLACED BY ONE INDIVIDUAL. 

THE OTHER PIECES WERE BUSINESS REPLY ENVELOPES AND CARDS WHICH 
WERE EITHER EMPTY OR NOT FILLED OUT. THESE REMAINING PIECES 
FORWARDED BY POSTAL SUPERINTENDENT, LACKAWANNA, TO POSTAL INSPECTORS 
BUFFALO AND NOT AVAILABLE TO BUFFALO AT THIS TIME. 

SUPERINTENMJff^ADVISED ALL MAIL BELIEVED TO BE AUTHORED BY ONE 


INDIVIDUAL, 


THIS BELIEF 


BASED ON PRIOR INVESTIGATION BY POSTAL AUTHORITIES WHEREIN ONE 


INDIVIDUAL DEPOSITED LARGE QUANTITIES OF SPURIOUS MAIL WHERE 
LEGITIMATE BUSINESS REPLY ENVELOPES WERE ALTERED BY CHANGING THE 
ADDRESSES. THIS SAME CONDITION EXISTS IN MANY PIECES OF MAIL 
FOUNDTlN BOX TODAY. 


b7 <L 


PRIOR POSTAL INVESTIGATIONS DEVELOPED 


AS PRIME SUSPECT 


HOWEVER, 1 


BELIEVED TO BE MENTALLY DEFECTIVE 18 YEAR OLD b7£ 


ACCORDING TO NEIGHBORHOOD GOSSIP. 


[MOTHER DECLINED TO 


COOPERATE WITH POSTAL AUTHORITIES IN PAST AND MAILINGS CONTINUE. 



END PAGE TWO 




PAGE THREE 


BUFFALO INSTITUTING INVESTIGATION AND HAS NOTIFIED 
APPROPRIATE LOCAL POLICE AUTHORITIES AND BUFFALO SECRET 
SERVICE. VICTIM COSELL NOT SCHEDULED TO ARRIVE BUFFALO UNTIL 
EVENING OF 13/27/73 AND WILL BROADCAST FOOTBALL GAME (BUFFALO 
VS KANSAS CITY) AT RICH STADIUM 9:00 PM 10/29/73. 

HIS CURRENT WHEREABOUTS UNKNOWN BUT IT IS BELIEVED HE CAN BE 
LOCATED THROUGH ABC TELEVISION NETWORK, NEW YORK CITY, NY, FURTHUR 
ADDRESS UNKNOWN. BUFFALO INDICES NEGATIVE Re||^^ 

NEW YORK THROUGH ABC TELEVISION NETWORK, LOCATE VICTIM 
COSELL AND ADVISE HIM OF CONTENT OF POST CARD. 




END 

FBIHQ FLC ACK FR TWO ELXX TELS TU AND CLR 




Laboratory TransmittuhFoi 

7-72 



tr ... LAB O RAT O HT A 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 



To: SAC, Buffalo (9-1173) 


Date: 


November 15, 1973 


From: Director, FBI 

Re: FBI File No - 174-1»669 

UNSUB ; 

HOWARD COSELL -- VICTIM: Lab. No. D-731105012 

EXTORTION; BOMB THREAT 
00 : Buffalo 


Examination requested by: 
Reference: 

Examination requested: 
Remarks: 


Buffalo 

Airtel dated 10-30-73 
Document - Fingerprint 


Q 1 Is being returned separately with results of the 
latent fingerprint examination. 


It will be necessary to have hand printing by suspects, 
comparable to the questioned hand printing, before an adequate 
comparison can he made . 




7-lb 


REPORT 
of the 


LABORATORY * 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 

To: SAC, Buffalo (9-1173) lle ^ 9 y ember 15 , 1971 , 

Re: Lab. NO. 17^-^669 H 

UNSUB ; > D-731105012 PF 

HOWARD COSELL - VICTIM; 

EXTORTION; BOMB THREAT 


Specimens received 


11-2-73 


Q1 Hand printed Thank You card bearing address "HOWARD COSELL - 
ABC - T.V. - 0H.7 and message on reverse side beginning 

"HOWARD COSELL - THE MoutH " 


Result of examination: 



Q1 was not associated with material maintained in 
the Anonymous Letter Pile, Copies have been added thereto. 



The fingerprint card signature of _____ 

Buffalo, New York, Police Department number 68590 is not sufficientl 
comparable with the questioned hand printing on Q1 to permit 
a determination whether BMBBprepared Ql. 


-A— flve-oent-Ut^—Poetal^ Service stamp, torn from a 
.sheet-of- stanpa , -lB-affixed ' to-Qi. Ql contains no watermarks , 
Indented writing of significance or other characteristics which 
would aid in determining its source. 


-*<<• * 

Ql, which has been photographed, is being returned 
separately. 





Recorded 11-5- 



*<ederal bureau of investigation 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Laboratory Work Sheet 

„ LATENT 

Re: UNSUB; 

HOW ARB COSELL - VICTIM;; 

EXTORTION; BOMB THREAT 


File # 

Lab.# D-731105012 PF 



00: Buffalo 


X) 


P 


Examination requested by: FBI, Buffalo (9—1173) 
Examination requested: Document — Fingerprint 
Result of Examination: 


air tel 10-30-73 

Date received: H— 2— 73 

Examination by: 




C*~'i t - 


£ : v (- 


►v~- 


. J 




/ 

* t-; 


A 


i 1 / » « 

• c_ ^ 

t-'’ 

Ua. 

V * U. 5 ^ ►t'O 

^ 0) . 

■Q i- . c. 


o t- 


VO K •• C. 1- i-N-> ru / cr 


% 


<] *v i5 



(J® . Xj 

fOY <fc>1 —s 

^ | £L CL-G. Y iO ■CC."'^Cj 

(p I "6s -jS> 



/Xe^ 


ct,tj 

ca^d ‘be‘ari { ng L acl'dress "HOW AM CCSELL"-' 


k J, 


, ’ Lt f :a ' a* ^ 

Q1 Hand printed Than- — n - „ 

ABC - T.V. - cH.7 . and message on reverse side beginning 
" HOWARD COSELL - THE MoutH. . ...” 






►n — rv. +. 


5 1 


»v 


* 


5 . “ 5 ” y 




j ' w 

• i ' VjLv 


5^ U-v^eA. 

\ bUeJ'c ;. 0 c 


3 n 4 V ,0611 

^ w w. 2 

vLo. ; .' Oi,;,^') 

\ 


i t V 

I kwv n t'^rr - -^,: J^^fo^r} „ 

kw'<p c ;^r c - GAt ^ c - 

•j ^u-jrXtrJ^TJ^Gq ,T,j;C:r: j v o:i clt.,c ; t:.ir;. w^xcaa ./.:(. V 

o)-« Vtv-J 1:'-ULA et'.OVNO '*(**<’&*'' ' j^aiuj 

V ‘ ' . ' v 

y 


o ! 


) - •Sh€<:T“ 


■:(■•:??? - 



nOGJT. X‘:jr •- . .T'i'-ll-?*'. X. V - r 3 4 ; 


£.31 ‘ :-.nzz'jTo (r;-uj>:j) 


yMJ^uro 


•v.'T r'r'T."'' 1 "YY'T’~ - ', ;</—!•:■ 

„»*_!.■. 4 ., / «- ' - . • *« Kt.J V J— l;.J< j . % t 

• 1 • - j) c C3rr - ajc'i ii ! 
x^iui 


i 

i 



i! 

•;t 
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10/30/73 


AIRTEL 


AIR MAIL - REGISTERED HAIL 


TO* DIRECTOR, FBI 

(ATTN: FBI LABORATORY) 

FROM: SAC, BUFFALO (9-1173) (P) 

UNSUB; 

HOWARD COSELL - VICTIM , ^ c o \ 0 

EXTORTION; BOMB THREAT • o i - U v " 

(00: BUFFALO) 



Re Buffalo teletype to Bureau and New York, 10/26/73, 

Enclosed for the Laboratory is the extortion note 
in this case. 


For the information of the Laboratory, enclosed 
card was recovered by postal authorities from a mailbox in 
Lackawanna, New York on 10/26/73, Postal Superintendent, 
Lackawanna, advised that they have been receiving a large 
quantity of .spurious mail in this box during the recent past 
where legitimate business reply envelopes were altered by 
chaglng the addresses. Along with this card were 85 other 
pieces of mail which the postal authorities feel were placed 
there by the same Individual who placed the extortion note in 
the ma^box^^TCiePostallnspectors have developed a suspect, 

but have been unsuccessful 

in locating 

interviewed by Bureau Agents 10/27/73 
and ad m i tted placing a large quantity of business reply en- 
velopes and ads cut from newspapers into the mailbox in 
questioj^on 10/26/73, but he denied placing extortion note in 
box. refused to fumistfliandwriting samples. 


CL Bureau (Enc, 1) (AMRM) 
2 - Buffalo 

'T <"• 





( j -->■ S'W 




BU 9-1173 



^■■■Aarrested by Buffalo, New York Police 
Department 4/30/66 under their #68590 on a burglary charge. 


raids. 


> described as white male, 5' 7", 165 

brown hair, blue eyes, 

three- Inch scar left wrist and hand, and Social Security 
Number! 


ADSA, Buffalo contacted 10/26/73 and feels the 
message contains a threat and stated he will consider prose- 
cution if unsub identified. 


The Laboratory is requested to furnish extortion 
letter to the Latent Fingerprint Section to examine the 
- let ter for latent s of value and compare with fingerpints 
ofM» Buffalo PD #68590. 


LEAD 

BUFFALO 



AT BUFFALO, NEW YORK 


Will attempt to locate suitable handprinting samples 
of^HpBsnd submit to Laboratory for comparison with hand- 
' printing on note. 


i 


I 



- 2 - 




JOIO-IO* 


0-42 (Rev. 3-19-73) 

C'TIONAl rOftM NO. 10 
MAT I 94) COITION 
GtA GIN. ICO. NO. 77 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



TO 


FROM 


Mr. Thompson 

f 


□ W. V. Cleveland 



XXX i.XXXKX: 

*B>; White. 

- r - •••<*■ 


subject: UNSUB; 

HOWARD COSELL - VICTIM 
EXTORTION: BOMB THREAT 


DATE: 11 - 5-73 

XX LATENT EXAMINATION INVOLVED 
Communication: 

Agency Submitting: FBI, Buffalo 

E>SXXX JC2CXX CRIMINAL. FILES 
jpg SEND OVER ALL CARDS * 


-lease search the name c: the individual through the records of the identification Division and return this memorandum with a 
notation of year findings to - 

f ~ 1 Employees Security and Special Inquiry Section, Room .Justice Building. (In S3E and UN cases, if a record of arrest is 

fcur.d, please file copy, 1 copy of the Identification Record for each state in which arrests occurred.) 

ft ] Laboratory, Att.: Fxt.3785 , re D# 73H05012 PF 

-The following identifying data are listed for your assistance (Att.: Special Investigative Division only - in addition to the name or 
names and the Government agency appearing in the title) : 




Based upon information furnished, r.o record located. 

3 r. noncrimincl fingerprint record which 13 or MAY BE identical was 1c acted. This record was searched through the criminal tiles 
ar.d no criminal record fcur.d. 


The enclosed Identification F.ecc rd IS :: MAY Ho identical with the record c: the employee, applicant, or subject. 


Date: 11/20/73 


Transmit the following in 

AIRTEL 


Via 


(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIRMAIL - REGISTERED MAIL 


(Priority) 



<! 


\) 




TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (174-4669) 

(ATTN: FBI LABORATORY) 

FROM: SAC, BUFFALO (9-1173) (P) 

UNSUB; 

HOWARD' COSELL-VICTIM 
EXTORTION; BOMB THREAT 
(00: BUFFALO) 




731123064 


Re Buffalo airtel to Bureau, dated 10/30/73 and 
FBI Lab Report, dated 11/15/73. 


I Laboratory is known handwrit ing 



cc: 

o 

C- 

cS 

olJ 



samples of 

On 11/19/73, 

Republic Steel Corp., Buffalo, N. JT 
employment application of suspect' - 


rnished enclosed 


The FBI Laboratory is requested to compare handprinting 
on application with previously submitted note in this case. 

The FBI Laboratory number is(p731105012PF| j 


<P. 7' 


'l 

REC-61 







Bureau (Enc. 1) (AMRM) 
- Buffalo 



EX-iiv 


B NOV 23 1973 


\q]C^ 


12 - I 2- 7 ’ 




Approved: 


ft Hfi 


,\v 




Sent 


. M Per 


Special ABnt in Charge 


U.S. Government Printing Office: 1972 — 455-574 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



Laboratory. Work Sheet 

Re: UNSOB* 

HOWARD COSELL - Victim* 

Extortion* Bomb Threat 

00 t Buffalo 


File #174—4 669 
Lab.# D— 731123064 PF 


Examination requested by: gAC # Buffalo 
Examination requested: Document 
Result of Examination: 


Date received: 11—23—73 


Examination by: 







K1 



OneRRepublic Steel Corporation and Subsidiaries employment 
application bearing the p ch c hand printing and signature of 



1 



Laboratory Tronsmittol Form 
7-72 


To: 



-AL- LABORATORY A 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 



SAC, Buffalo (9-1173) 


Date: 


December 12, 1973 

I 


From: Director, FBI 

R UNSUB; 

HOWARD COSELL - Victim; 
Extortion; Bomb Threat 


FBI File No. 174-4669--° 

Lab . No D-731123064 PF 


Examination requested by: 


Reference: 


Buffalo 

Alrtel, 11/20/73 


Examination requested: 


Document 


Remarks: 



7-lb 


REPORT 
of the 


, *-=® s = i = E =- 5 

-1- LABORATORY a_ 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 


To SAC, Buffalo (9-1173) 

Re: UHSTJB; 

BOWAKD COSELL - Vic tin; 
Extortion; Bomb Threat 


Datfc ' December 12. 

FBI File ® 

Lab. NO. 174-4669 

D-731123064 


1973 

Vf 


Specimens received 


11/23/73 



XI One Republic Steel Corporation and Subsidiaries 
employment application dated 1/ 22/71 bearing 
writing of ( 


Result of examination: 


The conclusion was reached that the questioned 
ha nd printing on Qi, pr eviously submitted, was prepared 

by wrltar ki* 

El, which has been photographed. 


is attached 




■RECORDED 

11-26-73 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Laboratory-Work Sheet 


Re: UNSUB; 

HOWARD COSELL - Victim; 
Extortion; Bomb Threat 

00: Buffalo 


Examination requested by: SAC, Buffalo 
Examination requested: DoEument 


Result of Examination: 


^ U p 'Q 1 j 


\\l ^ la> bd d 

J \ 




File # 174-4 669 
Lab.# d-731123064 PF 




Date received: 11-23—73 


Examination by :| 



XXI 




M +* 1 


J* » 

OneRRepubli^Steel Corporation and Subsidiaries emolovment 
applicatio n/ bearing ^ ~ . »- J — - 


Lvnrh', 


y f 


'-L-ll-fe 


*V- 

L 


C v. 


FD-bo (Rev. 4-9- < 3) 

optional »otM no. »o 

MAT 1*62 COITION 
GSA GIN. tie. NO. 27 


TO 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

: Director, FBI (l74“4|-6( 

tt: Special Investigativ 



BUFFALO (9- 


V 


p 


SUBJECT: HO WAR&S£OSELL - VICTIM a> 1 

EXTORTION; BOMB THREAT 


) 


INSTRUCTIONS - Reverse side 


DATE: 1/9/74 

fXi Initial Submission 
l ! Supplements FD-65 dated . 
I Photograph not needed 

Indicate following: 

' 1 Extremist (Black) 

• i Extremist (White) 

: 1 Rev. Act. 

■ ■ Other Security background 

' I None of these 

. - - ^ 


/ 


Sex 

M 


.ace RAC} 

w 


Caution 


MKE ! Name 




r 


Place of Birth 


| Birth Date DOB 

Height HGT 


5 ' 7" 


Weight WGT 

165 lbs. 


Eye Color 

EYE 

Hair Color 

HAI 

FBI No. 

FBI 

Skin Tone 


SKN 

Blue 


Brown 








Scars, Marks, Tattoos, etc. 

3" scar on left wrist and hand 


SMT 


NCIC Fingerprint Classification 

FPC 

Other Identifying Number 

Buffalo PD #68590 

MNU 

Social Security # 
'—1 
i 

sdc: 

i 

Operator’s License Number 

OLN 

Operator’s License State 

OLS 

Year Expire^^,*-''’ 

OlY. 

Offense Charged OFF EXTORTION 







U. S. Code, Title and Section Title 18, Section 876 
U.S. MAGISTRATE EDMUND F. 


m • L J 

arrant Is sued By 


1/9/74 


W 


-Bate PBV or Bond Default Case Referred to Office 


F. O. File # OCA 

9-1173 


Miscellaneous Including Bond Recommended 


MIS 


BECAUSE OF BOMB THREAT SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

REC-5i 


J- 




A 


Fingerprint Classification (Henry System) 

15 


13 U 01 
19 0 


WHT. 


* 

7 


LICENSE PLATE AND VEHICLE INFORMATION 


License F 
\ 

^ate Number LiC 

L : 

LIS 

Year Expires LIY 

License Plate Type LIT 

Vehicle It 


lei^fcifi cation. # 
£ 

VJN 

7 

Y^ar VYR 

Make 

-Mqdel VMO 

Style VST 

Color __ 


/ 


Aliases 


4 


Additional Identifiers 

Additional DOB 


mW 







NCIC # 


Ozi 

SO'O P 


1*- Bureau 
1 - Buffalo 




NIC 


INSTRUCTIONS 


U. S nr 


FBI 

OtPT.O F JUSTICE 


1. 


2 . 

3. 


4. 


o. 


6 . 


i. 

8 . 


Caution (MKE) • Insert “C" in block if caution statement indicated. 

Miscellaneous block, e.g. armed and dangerous. , » A 

Nome (NAM) - Place name in this block. Aliases are not to be entered inHnfs ofeck f> iik 
Aliases block. 


Basis for caution statement must appear in 
t&rbe* d'lidced in 


Sex (SEX) - Sex will be designated by one letter, M (male) or F (female). 

Roce (RAC) - Race will be described by one letter, \V (white), N (Negro), I (Indipin),' C (.Chinese), J (Japanese), 
O (all other). Mexicans who are not definitely Indian or other nonwhite should be -described’ as “W*. 

Place of Birth (POB) - Indicate city and state or, if foreign born, city and country'.' frhere multiple birthplaces 
are reported, list verified birthplace or that which appears most logical in this block. 

Birth Date (DOB) - Enter as month, day and year. Where multiple birth dates are reported, enter verified birth 
date or that which appears most logical in this block. Place other dates of birth in Additional Identifiers block. 

Height (HGT) - Express in feet and inches, e.g., 6’0”. Round off fractions to nearest inch. 

Weight (WGT) - Express in pounds. Omit fractions. 


9. Eye Color (EYE) - Use appropriate three character symbol. 

10. Hair Color (HAI) - Use appropriate three character symbol. 

11. Skin Tone (SKN) - Use appropriate three character symbol. 

12. Scars, Marks, Tattoos, etc. (SMT) - Place in this block only appropriate NCIC coding for scars, marks, tattoos, 
birthmarks, deformities, missing body parts and artificial body parts as defined in NCIC Operating Manual. If 
more than one SMT is to be entered, use Additional Identifiers block for additional appropriately coded items. 
Use Miscellaneous block to describe all scars, marks, tattoos, etc. which are not defined in the NCIC Operating 
Manual and to more fully’ describe SMT’s which have been entered in SMT block. For example, an appendectomy 
scar, not being readily visible, would be described in the Miscellaneous block. A tattoo on right arm, shown as 
TAT R ARM in block, might be further described in Miscellaneous block as a rose tattoo on inside of lower right 
arm. 

13. NCIC Fingerprint Classification (FPC) - Enter NCIC fingerprint classification. 

14. Other IdentifyingNumber (MNU) - Miscellaneous numbers may be entered with appropriate identifiers (prefixes) 
as shown below. For first miscellaneous identifying number, use MNU block. When military service number is 
in fact Social Security Account Number, the number should be entered in both MNU and SOC blocks. Additional 
identifying numbers are placed in Additional Identifiers block. The identifier (prefix) should precede the 
number and be separated from the number by use of a hyphen. 

AF • Air Force Serial Number 


AR - Alien Registration Number 

AS- Army Serial Number, National Guard Serial Number or Air National Guard 
Serial Number (regardless of State) 

CG - U. S. Coast Guard Serial Number 

MD - Mariner’s Document or Identification Number 


MC - Marine Corps Serial Number 

MP - Royal Canadian Mounted Police Identification Number 

NS - Navy Serial Number 

PP - Passport Number 

PS; Port Security Card Number 

SS - Selective Service Number 

VA- Veterans Administration Claim Number 

15. Fingerprint classification (Henry System) - The Henry System fingerprint classification is to be placed in this 
block, when available. Do not enter in NCIC. 

16. Social Security Number (SOC) - Place subject’s Social Security Account Number in this block. 

17 . Operator's Licen se Number - Place subject’s operator’s license number in OLN block. Also show- licensing 
state (OLS) and year license expires <OLY). 

18. Warrant Issued By-On-(DOW)- In Escaped Federal Pris oner c ases enter date of escape in DOW block. 

19 . Miscellaneous (MIS) - Enter additional pertinent information in this block. If caution statement used, basis for 
statement must be set forth as first item in this block. 

20. License Plate and Vehicle Information - Place information concerning license plate and/or vehicle known to be 
in the possession of subject in appropriate blocks under License Plate and Vehicle Information heading. 

21 . Additional Identifiers - Enter information concerning additional license plates (number, state, year expires, and where 
applicable, type); Social Security Numbers; operator’s license number, state and year expires; vehicle information 
'YIN, YYR. VMA, VMO, VST, VCO); MNU’s (see list in item 13 above); visible scars, marks, tattoos, etc.; and dates 
of birth. Clearly identify what data is being set forth; e.g. social Security # 423-56-3294; Michigan operator’s license 
234567, expires 1972; DOB’s 4/5/32, 5/3/32: etc. 


22. Changes and deletions should be so indicated in the appropriate blocks. 


FD-3S0 (Rev. 7-16-63) 


(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 


Assoc. ,Cir. 
Asst Dir.: 
Admin. . 


Sfeel City Man Held - * 
In Threat to Kill 


A Lackawanna man was ar- 
rested today on federal charges 
of threatening to blow up How- 
ard Cosell at Rich Stadium last 
October. 

Charged with making a 
threat by mail, £licb§Bl*G. 
B 3tkfl, ‘ 2 T ,"b f 19 Elkhart St was 


Sr £$$41974 


s' 


/ /' - 



ft brought by the FBI before U. S. 
■Magistrate Edmund F. Max- 
well, who freed him on 5500 
bail. 

Postal' officials intercepted a 
postcard on Oct. 26 and notified 
federal authorities of the mes- 
sage. 

- "Howard Cosell — th.e 
1 j&OUTH — why TOh’t you drop 
dead,” the message begins. It 
concludes: J 

“There’s a bomb in Rich 
Stadium. It will blow you up at 
10 Monday, Oct. 29, at Rich 
Stadium.” 

Asst U. S. Atty. Theodore J . 
Burns said the postcard wasn’t 
signed but was traced to Batko 
• by the FBI over the past 2% 

1 months through handwriting 
analysis. - 

Batko, who is unemployed, 
signed a job application at 
Republic Steel Corp. in Janu- 
ary 1971, and this was com- 
pared with the handwriting on 
the postcard, officials said. . 

A preliminary h earipg w ill 
-TjrtMrt'bn Feb. 5 at IT am. 



Ident 

Inspection 

Intel!. 

Lab.Tat.'ry 

Plan. & EvaL . 

Spec. !nv. 

Training 


l.egal Ccun. — 
Telephone Rm. 
Director Sec’y 


(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 


BUFFALO EVENING NEWS 
Buffalo, New York 


Aj 
~ V 


NOT 


25 




Date: 1/17 /7*+ 

Edition: Final 

Author: 

Editor: 

Title: 

cilCcL ■“ FUC 
HOWARD COSELL - Victj 

Character: Extortion; 

or Bomb Threat 

Classification : 9-1173 
Submitting Office Buffalo 

| | Being investigated 


yfLfrqzz 7 


P 




t i A 

At 


FEB 13 1974 









FEDERAL BUREAU OF I.WESTIOATiO-j 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION < / 

JAfU 71374 

XECETYEE 

j 

/ 



j 


? >*■ 


.Drr.o to leant 




°1 


NR002 BU PLAIN 
6*45 PM URGENT 1/17/74 PFS 
TO DIRECTOR (174-4669) 

(ATTN t EXTERNAL "AFFAIRS) 

FROM BUFFA^ (9-1173) (P) IP 

AKA - FUGITIVE? HOWARD COSELL - 

VICTIM, EXTORTION? BOMB THREATS, 00» BUFFALO 

■T 

*i ** 

- - O 

RE BUFFaS TELETYPE TO THE BUREAU, 1/16/73. 





Assoc. Dir. _ 

Asst Dir.: 

Admin. 

Comp. S 5 
Ext. Affs 
| Fiies «!i t 
! Gen. 

| Idcr.t. _ L 

InsDection i 

| Incell 

j Laboratory 
l’lan. & 
j Spec. lnv. 
j Training _ 

' Legal Coun. 

| Telephone Km. j 

i Director Sec’y 







.* .i 


BATKO ARRESTED -BY BUREAU AGENTS 1/17/74 WITHOUT INCIDENT. 




SUBJECT A RRArSlED BEFORE U.S. MAGISTRATE EDMOND F. MAXWELL, 
^BUFFALO, SAME DATE, AND RELEASED ON $500.00 BAIL. 

PRESS RELEASE MADE BUFFALO. 

REPORT TO FOLLOW. 


REC-88 


ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 


r/f ! KO- 





•tc 




END 








1-7-72) 


FD-263 ('.lev. 1-7-72) < £ 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORTING OFTiCE 

BUFFALO / 
TITLE OF CASE 



OFFICE OF OfiltilN 

BUFFALO 


1/21/74 


INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 


10/26/73 - 1/17/74 


Vvj Ail 


axa - 


FUGITIVE 
HOWARD COSELL - VICTIM 



REPORT MADE BY 


CHARACTER OF CASE 

EXTORTION; BOI-IB THREATS 




REFERENCE: 


Buffalo nitel to the Bureau and New York, 10/26/7 3, 
Buffalo airtel to the Bureau 10/3/73, 

Buffalo airtel to the Bureau, l"l/20/73, 

Buffalo teletype to the Bureau 1/16/74, 

Buffalo teletype to the Bureau 1/17/74. 


- P - 


LEADS : 


BUFFALO 


AT BUFFALO, NEW YORK 

Will follow and report prosecution. 


| TYPED 

I 


r 


ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED 


CCN V!C. 


SAVINGS 



~ : NONE 


RECOVERIES 


“QUIT- 

C ASE HAS E ELENJ 


TALS 

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR 
PENDING PROSECUTION 
OVER SIX MON THS 

lSSnc 

: 1x ko 


approve: 


COPIES MADE: 





SPECI A A V.N r 
IN Ch A* t . - 


DO NOT WRITE IN SPACE5BELOW 


(i /- Bureau (174-4669) 

1 - USA, Buffalo 

(ATTN: AUSa! THEODORE J. BURNS) 
1 - Nev? York ( info) 

1 - Buffalo- (9-1173) 


Requcs 
Date r " t. 
i If nv K 


Bv 



Di ssemicotion R*t csr^of Attached Rroor* 


Request Rci-i. . -f-C^O axw.«v tl 


55FEB2 2197' 


“3 PAGC 




BU 9-1173 


ADMINISTRATIVE: 


JpP 





On 10/27/73, subject's mother was interviewed 
at which time she denied that the subiect_waa_at home , 

that 

wer^ab'^t^etemuietnat the subject was at home and 
consented to be interviewed. 
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FD-204 (Rev. 3-3-59) 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Copy «o : 1 - USA, 3uffalo 

(ATTN: AUSA THEODORE J. BURNS) 


Report of: 

Date: 

Field Office File #: 9-1173 




Office: Buffalo, New York 

Bureau File#: 174-4669 



HOWARD COSELL - VICTIM 


Character: EXTORTION; 30M3 THREATS 


Synoptii: Postcard threatening victim located by postal authori- 

ties in mailbox, Lackawanna, New York. Postcard turned 
over to FBI. AUSA, Buffalo felt postcard contained legi- 
timate threat. Subject's name furnished as suspect 
by postal authorities. Known handprinting sample 
compared with printing on postcard were found to be 
identical. AUSA, Buffalo authorized prosecution of 
subject charged with violation of Title 13, USC, 

Section 376. , Warrant issued. Subject arrested by 
Buagents, 1/17/74 and arraigned before U.S. Magistrate, 
Buffalo, N.Y. same date. Subject released on $500 
bail. Prelirainary hearing set for 11:00 MM, 2/5/74. 
ARMED AND DANGEROUS . 

- P - 


DETAILS: 


X) 


<lO 



At approximately 3:40 PM, October 26, 1973,' 

‘ Postal Inspectors Office, Main Post Office, 


ram street, nurtaio, Mew 


Yon 


telephone 


number 342-2770, teie-Aenicaily advise^th^writer that 
he had received a teiepnone call from^lHiHB Superin- 
tendent, P ost Off ice Station, 633 Ridge Road, Lackawanna, 
New York. ^H^^had intercepted at the Lackawanna Post 
Office Station, a postcard addressed to HOWARD COSELL 
containing the message for him to shut his mouth or it 
will be shut witn a bomb on Monday, October 29, 1973, 
at 10:00 PM at Rich Stadium. 


This document contain* neither recommendation* nor conclusion* of the FBI. 
arc not to be distributed outside your agency. 


It i. the property cf the FBI and i. loaned to your .gn.cy: it ond it. contents 

. . > .... t'.rr nnrvTTVf: r.ff ff t'V ■ IO*n O * 4 0 *- *40 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



FD-302 i REV. H-27-70! 



i 



i 

i 

t 



t 


i 
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Dole of transcription 


10/29/73 


Superintendent, Post Office Station, 
683 Ridge Road, Lackawanna, New York, telephone number 
842-2818, furnished the following information: 


He furnished a postcard addressed to "Howard 
Cosell-ABC-t.V. -Ch. 7 , 1 Rich St., C/O-Rich Stadium- 

Buffalo Bills, Orchard Park, N.Y. , PERSONAL - 

ONLY," bearing a cancelled five cent stamp mar iced 
Elms ford, New York. On the reverse side the postcard 
has pre-printed "Thank You" and "For:" and in handprinting 
contained the following message: 


"Howard Cosell-The Mouth . Why don' t 
you drop dead you Homo- Fag Big Mouth. And 
your Book sucks like you Do. 1*11 help you, 
there's A Bomb in the Rich Stadium. It will 
Blow you up at 10:00 Monday, 10-29-73 at Rich 
S t ad ium- Buffalo, N.Y." In addition, on both 
sides of tiie postcard was handprinted, "NO 
JOKE." 


(stated that the postcard was mixed in 

with approximately 86 cards and letters, all business 
reply correspondence, deposited in the mailbox located 
at the comer of Electric and Kirby Streets, Lackawanna, 

Nev; Yor k. This mail was re trieved from the mailbox by 
Carrie r^H|HHPflHIIIHP^ n Postal Route 1827, who 
cleared this mailbox at approximately 2:30 P.M. , October 26, 
1973. After the mail had been* returned to the Lackawanna 
Post^Off^e Station, the Assistant Postal Superintendent, 
went through the collection and noticed this 
card among the bundle of mail taken from the mailbox at 
Electric and K^bv Streets, all apparently from the same 
individual. 'IHHV^de available to the FBI the above- 
described postcard but the remaining 86 pieces of mail 
were not made available at this time. 


Based on previous experience, ^|§speculated 
that- this mail was from an ^div idual known to the personnel 
of the Lackawanna Post Office who 


I 

5 interviewed on — 10/2 6/X3 ct — Lackawanna,- N e w Y ork F; ' e Bu ff alo 9-1 1 7 .3 



| * This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the F£! ond is loaned >o yo agency; 

It ond its contents are not to be distributed outside your ogency. 







BU 9-1173 

- 2 - 


resides Lackawaima, New Yo rk. On a previous 

occasion, approximate^ three months ago, ®HBPstated he 
went to theSHHHHHr address in regard to the continuous 
deposit of similar mail on approximately a monthly basis in 
the same mailbox at Electri^^n^K^bv Streets. He spoke 
toaworaan he believes was and inquired regarding 

Immediately, the woman could not spe ak Englis h and 
could not furnish any information regarding^B|jBpiis 
conversation with th^woman was terminated on the basis of 
no cornrmm^ation^^HIHBf stated he understands from the 
Carrier ^BBBHBH^^hodel5.vers mail to the resid ence 

^>cated Lackawanna, New York, that! 

accordlngto neighborhood gossip a late teenager 
approximately 18 years of age. 


Until now, the mail in similar deposits of .about 
one month intervals has all been business reply envelopes 
and cards, some of which have had the addressee altered 
making the business reply cards and envelopes not valid 
mail. 


This deposit of mail containing the above- described 
postcard was all of a business reply nature. Fifty pieces of 
mail were sealed, airmail business reply envelopes containing 
nothing, addressed to the Cleveland Institute of Electronics, 
1776 East 17th Street, Cleveland., Ohio 44144. The remaining 
36 pieces of mail were business reply en velopes and cards, 
some of which had the addressee al te red stated he 
was turning these envelopes over to the Postal Inspector’s 
Office, Buffalo, New York. 


time. 



could furnish no further information at this 


- 3 - 


/ 


' BU 9-1173 


On October 26, 1973, Assistant United States 
Attorney (AUSA) THEODORS J. BURNS, Buffalo, New York, v. T as 
advised of the contents of the above postcard and he stated 
he thought the message on the postcard contained a legitimate 
threat, and he would consider prosecution if a subject were 
developed. 


On the same date, the following persons were 
notified of the threatening postcard: 


Deputy 1 

Erie County Sheriff ' s Office 
Buffalo, New York 

Detective 

Lackawanna Police Department 
Lackawanna, New York . 




Patrolman* 

Town of Orchard Park Police Department 
Orchard Park, New York 

Special Agent< 

United States Secret Service 
Buffalo, New York * 


On October 26, 1973, the New York Office of the 
FBI advised the victim was advised of the information con- 
tained in above postcard. 


o coo* 










Social Security 
Number 

Marital Status 

Education 

Employment 


Arrests 



Single 

Junior year-high school 
Unemployed; previously 
employed at Republic Steel, 
laid off January, 1973, 
for periodic absences. 
Arrested by the Lackawanna, 
Nev; York Police Department 
on minor charges (not 
specified) , and by the 
Buffalo, New York Police 
Department in 1966 on 
Burglary charges, v/hich. 
were subsequently dismissed. 


FD-302 (REV.. I 1-27-70) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


- I - 

/ Lieutenant 

Department (LPD) , furnished 
Agents of the FBI: 


Dote of transcription. _1Q 


Lackawanna Police 
following to Special 


Records of the LPD Identification Division 
contain the following: 


__ a white male employe 

at Bethlehem Steel Corporation, Lackawann a , New York, was 
arrested on July 8, 1969, by LPD Officers 
on charges of v iolation of 140.05 PPL (Criminal ires pass 
on complaint of 


officers of the Buffalo Police Department XBPD) Tactical 
Patrol Unit, on charges of second' degree Burglary of 
Junior's Fruit Market, 2431 South Park Avenue^Ijieu tenant 
(■mP advised the BPD had a photograph ofdH^ivail- 
able , BPD number 68590. Disposition of these charges 
were unknown. 


.Dote dictated. 


This document contains neither recommendations no* conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI or.d is looned to your agency; 
It ond its contents ore not to be distributed outside your ogency. 






Thi* document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the properly of the F 6 • ond is loaned to your ogency; 
it ond its contents are not to be distributed outside your ogency. 






,BU 9-1173 



By communication dated October 30, 1973, the 
threatening postcard was submitted to the FBI Laboratory, 
Washington, D.C. in order that it might be examined for 
any latent fingerprints of value and also, examination 
of the handprint^a^on the postcard to be compared with 
handprinting of fHHHFwhich would be submitted at a later 
date . 


- 9 - 


7-lb 


REPORT 
of the 



To: 


Re; 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 

SAC, Buffalo (9-1173) 

UNSUB; 

HOWARD COSELL - VICTIM; 

EXTORTION ; BOMB ' THREAT 


23535 

oate: November 15, 1973 

FBI File No. 1724-24669 

Lab. No. D-731105012 PF 


Specimens received 11-2-73 


Q1 Hand printed Thank You card bearing address "HOWA.RD COSELL - 
ABC - T.V. - cH.7 and message on reverse side beginning 

"HOWARD COSELL - THE MoutH " 

I 

- Result of examination: ! 


Q1 was not associated with material maintained in 
the Anonymous Letter File. Copies have been added thereto. 


The fingerprint card signature of’ 

Buffalo, New York, Police Department number 68590 is not sufficien 
comparable with the que stioned hand printing on Q1 to permit 
a determination v;hetner^HHPlprepared Ql. 


A five-cent U.S. Postal Service stamp, torn from a 
sheet of- stamps, is affixed to Ql. Ql contains no watermarks, 

- indented writing of significance or other characteristics which 
would aid in determining its source. 


Ql, which has been photographed, is being returned 
separately. 


FD-302 'REV. 1 1 -27-70} 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of lronscription. 


- 11 / 2 9 / 73 - 


1 



t 



dated b} 


This employment application was initialed and 



I 

| * This documem contcins neither r ecomrT* e ndc t ; ons nur conclusions of the r £!. |r is the property of the F 3 1 cr.d is looned to your ogency; 

it ond i’s contents ore r.ol to be distributee outsice your ogency. 
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BU 9-1173 


By communication dated November 20, 1973, 
the above mentioned employment application vzas submitted 
to the FBI Laboratory, 'Washington, D.C. in order that the 
handprinting on the employment application could be compared 
with the handwriting on the threatening postcard. 






,-,b ‘ REPORT 

of the 

i - LABORATORY ft 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20S3S 

To . SAC, Buffalo (9-1173) Dote: December 12, 

To - FBI rue NO. 174-4669 

Re: UNSUB; \ uab. NO. D-731123064 

HOWARD COSELL - Victim; 

Extortion; Bomb Threat 


Specimens received 


11/23/73 



K1 One Republic Steel Corporation and Subsidiaries 
employment app^^^^i^d^e^l/22/71 bearing 


Result of examination: 

The conclusion was reached that the questioned 
handpr^^in^oi^Ql^nreviously submitted, was prepared 

writer of Kl. 

Kl, which has been photographed, is attached. 
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Date of transcription. 


/ 


12/29/74 


An examination v;a3 made of the United States Post 
Office mailbox located on the corner of Electric Avenue and 
Kirby Street, Lackawanna, New York. It was determined that 
this was a mailbox in which mail could be placed and not 
just storage box. The card attached to the front of this 
box stated that nail is normally picked up at' this 
box at 12:10 FI-1 daily. 


12/13/7 3 ,, Lackawanna, New York 


Buffalo 9-1173 





Do»e dictated 


12/26/74 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


FD -302 (REV. 11 - 27 - 70 ) 


Dote of transcription 


12/29/74 



X> 








was lnterviewea at tne unitea. states Post Office, Ridge 
Road, Lackawanna, New York, where he is employed as an 
Assistant Superintendent. 

fflHHHNas told that he was being interviewed 
regarding a threatening postcard which had been placed in 
the mailbox on the comer of Electric Avenue and Kirby 
Street, Lackawanna, New York on October 26, 1973, and he 
voluntarily advised as follows: 

the 


(stated that on October 26, 1973j 

carrier vzho picks up mail at the above mailbox,! 

returned to the Post Office that afternoon and 
threw a package of mail from that mailbox onto a tray in 
the Post Office, which is utilized for sorting mail. 

He stated that the carrier often picks up mail from this 
mailbox in which business reply envelopes had been placed, 
in which the initial address had been crossed out and the 
name of another individual and address replaced. 

^I^HPbontinued that vnien the carrier brings in 
this type of mail, it is usually very noticeable and he 
generally calls it to the attentio^of the supervisor when he 
returns it to the Post Of f ice. CHHHP stated that this is 
what happened on this particular date and as he was going 
through the mail himself, he found a post card addressed to 
television sports commentator, HOWARD COSELL and upon noticing 
this postcard, he saw the word "bomb", vhich caused him to 
read the rest of the writing on the postcard. 

stated that the writing on this postcard 
appeared to him to be identical to the handwriting on the 
numerous business reply envelopes, which had been placed 
in this mailbox both on thi^-day and in the past. 


Y> 


^»/\ tnfervie 


wed on 


by. 


SA 





New York 


Dote dictoted 


File 9 ^ -1173 — 

12/26/74- 
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^mBBpv7as shown a Xeroxed copy of this postcard 
addressed toCusSlL and he stated that it appeared xdentical 
to the one that he abstracted front the mail*. He stated 
that one of the reasons that he was positive of this, was 
because ithe Xeroxed copy showed a pre-cancelled stamp 
and it had been pre-cancelled at Elms ford, New York. 


-1 ft - 
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(C 



interviewed at his 

ience, at which time he advised he is employed as a mail 
carrier at Lackawanna, New York* 


resx 


^advised that on October. 26, 1973, he 
picked up the mail from the U.S. Postal mailbox at the 
corner of Electric Avenue and Kirby Street, Lackav:anna, 

New York at approximately 2:30 rM, as he does every day. 

He stated that he picked the mail up and bundled it and 
took it back to the Post Office. When he returned- to the 
Post Office, the threw the mail into a metal tray and left 
it there for the Assistant Superintendent in the Post Office 
to sort. 

Jle stated that when the Assistant Superintendent, 
_ ““ started going through the mail, he recognized 

this whole package of mail as junk mail, and business 
reply envelopes in which the addressee had been crossed 
out with a new name and address substituted. He advised 
that there has been previous trouble with th±3 at this 
particular mailbox and he was familiar with it. 

^HIHiHPbontinued that^flHIB^alled him 
over from his sorting and showed him a card V7hich had 
come from this stack of mail addressed to HOWARD COSELL 
and contained a threat to place a bomb at Rich Stadium, 
Buffalo, New York. 

Zeroxed copy of this postcard was displaj'ed 
to^HHHPand he advised that it appeared to be identi- 
cal to the card coming out of the mailbox. 


Interviewed on 


12/18/73. 



»■ _ ..Lackawanna, New York Fi! , s Buffalo 9-1173 

• — — — . — — Dote dictated. 12 / 26/73 


this document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of Ihe FBI. 
ii ond its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. 


It is the property of the FBI ond is loaned to yowf ogency; 
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On January 9, 1974, the facts of this case 
were discussed with AU3A RICHARD J. ARCARA and he 
authorized prosecution of subject in violation of United 
States Code, Title 18, Section 876. A complaint was 
filed on the same date charging subject with the above 
violation before United States M agistrate. EDMU ND F. 
MAXWELL, Buffalo, New York by SA^BBBV^d a 
warrant was issued. 


On January 17, 1974, subject was apprehe nded 
without incident by B ureau Agents at his residence, 
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Oat* of tromcrlplion. 


it / 18 /74 




& 



was arrested at his residence, 

| Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of 

InvestigationT^HIH^as advised by MHHHlHpof the 
identities of the arresting Agents, as Specia^5gents of the 
FBI* He was furnished an Advice of Rights form, which he 
read, stated he understood and signed* 

told by SAdHHEhat he was being 
arrested in violation of the Federal Extortion Statute* 
for placing a threatening conmunication in a United States 
Post Office mailbox, on October 26, 1973. 

fmi^denie d that he either wrote or placed the 
questioned postcard in that mailbox. 



0 ’ Baekawannaj— N aw Yo r k 

bid' 


_File 


Dote dicioted_ 


1/1 8 /7 4- 
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On January 17, 1974j^HHBkppeared before 
United States Magistrate, EDMUND F. MAXWELL at Buffalo, 
New York, at which time he was arraigned on the above 
charge and released on $o00 bail. A preliminary hearing 
was set for 11:00 AM, February 5, 1974. 





■ 4 


OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 19tt COITION 
OSA GEN. RCO. NO. V 




Ml 0-1 07-02 


MENT 


UNITED STATES GOV 

Memorandum 


to : DIRECTOR, FBI (174-4669) 


SAC, BUFFALO (9-1173) (P) 




aka 

HOWARD COSELL - VICTIM 
f EXTORTION; BOMB THREATS 


Re report of 



date: 5/10/74 


x> 


<p 


1/21/74 at Buffalo. 


Contact has been maintained with AUSA THEODORE J. 

BURNS, WDNY, Buffalo, re the status of prosecution in this 
case and he has advised as late as 5/7/74 that this case has 
not yet been set for trial. He has been in contact with 
subject's attorney who has requested copy of the original 
extortion note and copy of the subject’s employment application' 
at Republic Steel. AUSA BURNS advised that he furnished these 
copies to the subject's attorney who is having the handwriting 
analyzed by an outside handwriting expert. 


For the information of Bureau, AUSA BURNS advised J 
that one of the principalrreasons why this case has not been j> 
set for trial was because of the death of United States District" 
Judge JOHN 0. HENDERSON. 
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- Bureau 

- Buffalo 
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) 


TO 


FROM 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

JIRECTOR, FBI (174-4669) 




subject: 


J- 


date: 8/12/74 


SAC, BUFFALO (9-II73) (P) 

MARIAN GEORGE ^S kO, aka; 
HOWARD COSELL - VICTIM 
EXTORTION; BOMB THREATS 


Re Buffalo let to Bureau, 5/10/74 and FD-01, 8/6/74. 


Contact has been maintained with ADSA THEODORE J. 
BURNS re the status of prosecution in this case, and he has 
advised that case still has motions pending. 



On 8/12/74, in the absence of ADSA BURNS, First ADSA 
RICHARD J. ARCARA was contacted, and he advised his office 
hopes the trial of the subject will commence this Fall but 
that motions are still pending in front of USDJ JOHN T. CURTIN. 


For the information of the Bureau, it should be 
pointed out that the WDNY is still operating with two Federal 
Judges sjnce the death of USDJ JOHN 0. HENDERSON. 
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Bureau 
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fEDfoU BUREAU OF PWESTIOTIUS! 

CO' -IUNJCAT10NS SECTION 

NR 009 3U PLAIN • " 

/ 

1 0:29PM fJITEL SEPT. 5, Ipgj; 

TO 

/ 

F3I L A3 DOCUMENT SECTION) 
BUFFALO (9-1173) ?? 





DIRECTOR, FBI (174-4669) 

/ 

("ATTN : 


FROM 


EXTORTION: 


r 

y 

AKA? HOWARD COSELL 
10MB THREATS 


VICTIM; 



ON SEPT. 6, 1974 , AUSA THEODORE J. BURNS a.DVISED ' 1 

THAT CAPTIONED CASE ALONG WITH 19 OTHER CASES SCHEDULED TO 
GO TO TRIAL IN FRONT OF FEDERAL JUDGE JOHN T. CURTIN, 
BUFFALO, OH SEPT. 10,1974. BURNS STATED IT IS NOT LIKELY 
THAT THIS CASE WOULD ACTUALLY GO TO TRAIL AT THAT TIME, BUT 
HE DOES EXPECT IT TO BE SCHEDULED FOR TRIAL IN THE LATTER 
PART OF SEPT. OR. THE FIRST PART OF OCT. 

-%-r v 

BURNS STATED THAT HE WAS AJ^SIHG THE BUFFALO OFFICE IN 
ORDER THAT THE* DOCUMENT EXAM 14^? FROM THE LAB MAY BE ALERTED 
FOR THIS AS HE MAY HAVE TO TRAVEL T0^§Gf$8.0 
NOTICE. 

IT IS TO BE NOTED VICTIM COSELL WILL BE IN BUFFALO 
ON SEPT. 15, ~1 9 7 4 , FOR THE ABC TV, MONDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL 
SHOW AND BURNS FEELS THAT THE DEFENSE ATTORNEY MAY SERVE 
COSELL WITH A SUBPOENA AT THAT TIME. HE ALSO FEELS THAT 
JUDGE CRTIN MAY IMMEDIATELY SET THE TRAIL AFTER THAT 
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FEDERAw. BUREAU OF SNV^STIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE 

BUFFALO 

TITLE OF CASE 


OF. “ICE OF ORIGIN 


! INVESTIGATIVE 7ERIOO 


BUFFALO 


FUGITIVE 

HOWARD COSELL - VICTIM 


ALO , i 10/15/74 ! 4/17-10/8/74 

S . 

; ^ yj R 

iTHARACTE^^S^ 


EXTORTION; .BOMB THREATS 

/ r - ? a - Vy 

dated 1/21/74 


REFERENCES : Report of SA 

at Buffalo. 

Buffalo nitel to Bureau, dated 9/6/74. 


LEADS 


- P - 

) 

BUFFALO 

AT BUFFALO, NEW YORK 

Will follow and report prosecutive action. 



ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED 

ZX NONE 

ACQUIT- 


C^N VI C. 

FUG. FINES | SAVINGS 

RECOVERIES 

TALS 



1 

.1 



PENDING OVER ONE YEAR I ; Y ES iXInO 

PENDING PROSECUTION 

OVER SIX MONTHS Y ES fXlNO 


APF'^CVEO 
COPIES MADE: 


//(/fs 


SPECIAL AGE -'T 
IN CH ARGE 


DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 
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Bureau (174-4669) 

1 - USA, Buffalo 

(ATTN: ' AUSA THEODORE J. 
BURNS ) 

1 - Buffa! : o?(#-1173) ~n r '. ’ 


d - 1L La 


.IE OCT 18 1974 

mi::: -.,. . . 


'/Cl . r 


Dissemination Record of Attached Report 


Agency 
Request Reed. 

Date Fwd. P 
How F wc. | 

By i 


! Notations 

Tmi'.'v't- 


!. -u: 

. » j -• > 


nnuc o a J 



BU 9-1173 
ADMINISTRATIVE 



It is to be noted that the investigative period of 
t-his report is extensive. This was due to the fact that case 
was olnSing in US. District Court in Buffalo for an extended 
periodof time due to the death of U. S. District Judge JO™ 

0. HENDERSON and case was not set for hearings in U. b. Distric 
Court, Buffalo until Fall of 1974. 



unable to make the above determination 
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UNI. ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy to: 


Report 

Dote: 




Field Office File #: 
Title: 


1 - USA, Buffalo 

(ATTN: AUSA THEODORE J. BURNS) 



Office: Buffalo, New York 

Bureau File #: 174—4669 


HOWARD COSELL - VICTIM 


Character: 


EXTORTION; 
BOMB THREATS 


Synopsis: 


Details : 


Contact with AUSA shows that trial of subject would 
commence Fall of 1974. Trial was set for 9/10/74 
but was postponed for motions until 10/7/74. Motion 
by defense attorney on 10/7/74 requested that victim 
be subpoenaed as a defense witness for trial pur- 
poses at Government expense. Motions pending. Sub- 
ject's attorney had xerox copies of extortion note 
and subject's employment application examined by 
private handwriting examiner. Subject's identifica- 
tion record set forth. ARMED AND DANGEROUS 

- P - 

On April 17, 1974, Assistant United States 
Attorney (AUSA) THEODORE J. BURNS, Western District 
of New York, Buffalo, New York, advised that this case 
has not yet been set for trial and he has been in 
contact with subject's attorney and that the attorney 
has been requesting additional copies of the original 
extortion note and the subject's employment applica- 
tion at Republic Steel in order that he may have them 
examined by private handwriting expert. 

AUSA BURNS* Was again contacted on May 7, 1974, 
at which time he stated that this case has not yet been 
set for trial. 


Contact was maintained during June and July, 
1974 with AUSA BURNS regarding the status of prosecu- 
tion of this case. He advised that the case still had 
motions pending. 

* This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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On August 12, 1974, in the absence of AUSA BURNS, 
First AUSA RICHARD J. ARCARA, Buffalo, was contacted and he 
advised that his office hopes the trial of subject will com- 
mence this Fall but that motions are still pending in front 
of United States District Court Judge JOHN T. CURTIN, 

On September 6, 1974, AUSA BURNS advised that cap- 
tioned case, along with 19 other cases were scheduled to go 
to trial in front of Federal Judge JOHN T. CURTIN, Buffalo, 
New York on July 10, 1974. BURNS stated that it was not like 
ly that this case would actually go to trial at that time but 
he did expect it to be scheduled for trial in the latter part 
of September or the first part of October, 1974. BURNS re- 
quested that the examiner from the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation Lab be alerted for this as he might to have to appear 
in Buffalo on very short notice. 

BURNS also stated dt this time that he had been in 
telephonic contact with the victim and he was told by GOSELL 
that it would be impossible for him, COSELL, to appear in 
Buffalo for the trial as he had national and international 
committments . 

By letter, dated September 18, 1974, AUSA BURNS 
advised that on September 10, 1974, Judge CURTIN directed 
the Government to be ready to proceed to trial in this case 
-on one day's notice. However, since there was one issue re- 
maining to be resolved by the court with arguments scheduled 
before Judge CURTIN on September 30, 1974, the case would pro 
bably be reached for trial sometime in the first part of 
October, 1974. 

On October 3, 1974, AUSA BURNS requested that an 
effort be made to determine if the subject was presently em- 
ployed. BURNS stated that a hearing would be held before 
Judge CURTIN on October 7, 1974, at which time the subject' ss 
attorney would attempt to have the victim subpoenaed as a 
defense witness at Government expense. 

On October 8, 1974, AUSA BURNS advised that the 
hearing had been held and that Judge CURTIN reserve decision. 
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MAY 1962 EDITION 
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TO 


FROM 


subject: 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

DIRECTOR, FBI (174-4669) 

/ 

f<^| SAC, BUFFALO (9-1173) 

HOWARD COSELL - VICTIM 
EXTORTION; BOMB THREATS 


date: 7/8/75 



On 6/18/75 AUSA THEODORE J. BURNS, WDNY, advised 
that U.S. District Judge JOHN T. CURTIN was presently on 
vacation and a trial date had not been set as yet in this 
matter. 


On 7/7/75 AUSA BURNS stated he he had conferred 
with Judge CURTIN during the previous week in this matter 
and that Judge CURTIN stated ne would set this matter for 
trial sometime in the fall of 1975. BURNS- continued that 
there was a visiting Judge scheduled to come to Buffalo 
and it is possible that this matter may be brought up in 
front of him rather than waiting for Judge CURTIN in the fall. 


Since no new information has been developed, a 
report is not being submitted in this matter at this time. 





, 2 - Bureau 
1 - Buffalo 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE 

BUFFALO 


OFFICE O F ORIGIN 

3UFFAL0 

DATE 

2/12/76 

TITLE OF CASE 


REPORT MADE BY 


HOWARD CO SELL - VICTIM 


INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 



CHARACTER OF CASE 


EXTORTION; BOMB THREATS 


REFERENCES: 


Buffalo report of SA ^■■■■^■Vdated 1/21/74. 
Bureau 0-1 to Buffalo dated 1/7/76. 


ADMINISTRATIVE 


Contact has been maintained with the AUSA, Buffalo, 
re this case since furnish of referenced report, and on 10/16/75, 
during inspection of the Buffalo Office, Inspectors had recommended 
that this case be placed in a pending inactive status. 

For information of Bureau 
confidentially advised 


ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED 
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SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CHARGE 
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Request Reed. 
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How Fwd. 


By 
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las Deen mstructec 

jv tiie C 5 A, Buffalo, to prepare a letter under the USA's 
signature to be addressed to the Judge urging him to 
bring this matter to a logical conclusion 


The delay in reporting in this case is to be 
noted and was caused by the fact that the Case Agent was 
involved in more expedite 91 matters. 


B* 
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Report of: 

Date: 
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Character: 

Synopsis: 


Details : 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


1 - USA, Buffalo 

(Attn: AUSA THEODORE J. BURNS) 


2/12/76 


9-1173 



HOWARD CO SELL - VICTIM 


Office: Buffalo, New York 

Bureau File #: 17 A — 4669 


EXTORTION; BOMB THREATS 


Subject's trial still pending USDC, Buffalo. No 
trial date set. USDJ, Buffalo, ordered victim to 
be subpoenaed for trial when it eventually starts. 


p* _ 


On ADril 17, 1974, Assistant United States 
Attorney (AUSA*) THEODORE J. BURNS, Western District 
of New York, Buffalo, advised that this case has not 
yet been set for trial and he has been in contact 
with the subject's attorney who requested copies 
of the original extortion note in this case, which 
AUSA BURNS furnished to him. 


On August 12, 1974, in the absence of AUSA 
BURNS, First AUSA RICHARD J. ARCARA (now United States 
Attorney) was contacted and he advised that his office 
hoped the trial of the subject would commence in the 
fall of 1974 but that motions were still pending in 
front of United S tat es _Di strict Judge JOHN T. CURTIN. 


On September 6, 1974, AUSA BURNS advised the 
captioned case, along with nineteen other cases, were 
scheduled to go to trial in front of Judge CURTIN on 
September 10, 1974. BURNS stated it is not likely 
that this case would actually go to trial at that 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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time, but he did expect it to be scheduled for trial 
the later part of September or the first part of 
October, 1974. 

By communication dated September 18, 1974, AUSA 
BURNS advised that on September 10, 1974, Judge CURTIN 
directed the Government to be ready to proceed to trial 
in this case in one day's notice. However, since there 
was one issue remaining to be resolved by the Court 
with arguments scheduled before Judge CURTIN on September 30, 
1974, AUSA BURNS did not expect the case would be listed 
for trial before October, 1974. 

On December 2, 1974, Judge CURTIN ruled that the 
Government must subpoena Television Network Sports 
Co mmentato r HOWARD COSELL to testify in the coming trial 
ofM who is charged with sending a death threat' addressed 
to th^Announcer . 

On June 18, 1975, and July 7, 1975, AUSA BURNS was 
contacted and he stated that during recent conferences with 
Judge CURTIN on this matter, Judge CURTIN stated that he 
would set this matter for trial for sometime in the fall 
of 1975. BURNS was recontacted on September 4, 1975, and 
October 1, 1975, and advised that the case has still not 
been set for trial. 

On January 9, 1976, and February 9, 1976, AUSA 
BURNS .was contacted and on both occasions he advised the 
case has still not been set for trial. 


OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 40 

JULY 1 973 EDITION 

GSA FPMR (41 CFRj 101.11.0 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


— TO 


DIRECTOR, FBI (174-4669) 
— : SAC, BUFFALO (9-1173) (P*) 


date: 


9/14/76 




ii 


aka; 

HOWARD COSELL - VICTIM 
EXTORTION; BOMB THREATS 
(00: BUFFALO) 


Rerep of SAI 
Bureau 0-1, 9/10/76. 


2/12/7 6, at Buffalo; and 


For information of Bureau, this case is kept in a 
pending inactive status in the Buffalo Division. 


Also, for the information of the Bureau, contact 
has been maintained with the USA's Office,' Buffalo, N.Y.; and 
AUSA THEODORE J. BURNS was contacted on 9/13/76. AUSA BURNS 
felt that Judge JOHN T. CURTIN, WDNY, might bring this matter 
up for trial at this time since victim was in Buffalo for 
regular Monday night NFL game, but AUSA BURNS advised that 
Judge CURTIN still has not set this matter for trial. 

/ 

\ 2- Bureau 

\ - ' ' 1 - Buffalo 




FEK36 (Rev. 2-14-74) 


FBI 

Date: 12/28/76 


Transmit the following in . 


Via. 


AIRTEL 


(Type in plaintext or code > 

AIR MAIL 


(Precedence) 




t) 


<P 


TO: 


FROM: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (174-4669) 

(ATTN: FBI LABORATORY DOCUMENT SECTION) 


SAC, BUFFALO. (9-1173) (P) 


aka; 

HOWARD COSELL - VICTIM 
EXTORTION; BOMB THREATS 



Of SAI 


Re B uffa lo teletype to Bureau, 9/6/74; and report 
2/12/76, at Buffalo. 


A letter received at the Buffalo Office from 
AUSA THEODORE J. BURNS, Buffalo, N.Y., stated that USDC 
Judge JOHN T. CURTIN, Buffalo, N.Y., had advised him that 
captioned case has been scheduled for trial 2/8/77. Judge 
CURTIN stated that evidence would not be presented to the 
jury until the next day or on some day within two weeks of 
2/8/77. 



AUSA BURNS stated that one of the essential 
Government witnesses is the document examiner who perfo 
a handwriting analysis comparing the defendant 1 s handwriting 
communication in this case. AUSA BURNS requested that this 
examiner be available to testify in Buffalo on some date 
between 2/9-22/77. 




Buffalo will keep Bureau advised of exact date ( / 
examiner needed. ^ ^g / -7 -/ - 

this case is D-731105012 PF. 


vV 

Lab No.'-rbr 


Mo 


( 2 )- Bureau (AM) 
2 - 





•Approved: 


Special Am H in Charge 


Sent . 


. M Per . 




I 


□ □ □ 


FD-36 (Rev. 7-27-76) 


TRANSMIT VIA: 


Teletype . 

Facsimile 

Airtel 


PRECEDENCE: 
I I Immediate 
I I Priority 
I | Routine 


CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ EFTO 

□ CLEAR 

Date 


FROM: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (174-4669) 
(ATTN: FBI LABORATORY, 

DOCUMENT SECTION) 

SAC , ^ BUFFALO (9-1173) (P) 


aka; 

HOWARD COSELL - VICTIM 
EXTORTION; BOMB THREAT 
(00: BUFFALO) 


Assoc. Dir. 

jDep. AD Aim 

iDep. AD lav 

Asst. Dir.: 

I Adm. S-^rv. 

I Ext. Affairs 

• Fin. & Per 3 

[ Gen. lev. 

lldent. 

I Ir.t:'.! 

j Lepra! Crum — 
(Finn. A Ins' 

I Roc. Mgt. ® 

!S. & T. S 

Spec. Inv. 

Tmtnag- 
Telephone Km. ._ 
Director’s Sec’y 


Re Buffalo airtel to Bureau, 12/28/76. 

On 1/24/77, AUSA THEODORE J. BURNS, WDNY, Buffalo, 
New York, advised that trial in captioned case has again been 
postponed and has been reset for 3/8/77. 

AUSA BURNS advised that he would like the Document 
Examiner, who performed handwriting analysis in this case, to 
be available to testify in Buffalo on some date between 3/8 - 
3/18/77.- 

Buffalo will keep Bureau advised of exact date 
examiner needed. 




ab Number for this case is D-731105012PF. 


Bureau 

Buffalo 


REE-19 / yj 

7 JAN 27 1977 








Approved: 



Transmitted 


(Number) (Time) 



federal bureau of investigation 

communications SECTION 

LV. • 1377 

T£ HYPE. 



° 103157 MAR 77 


RUFF^LO (S - 1 173) (?) 

TO n I c FCTO° ( 1 74 - 4 S S9 ) ROUT IMF - 

• “ / 

.CLFAF 

£TT '! ; F° T LftO.0 ? ?4 T 0 ov CC'C'MFNT FOOT IO N 

2 ^ a . vr . m A?n CO 5 nj^ 



Assoc. Dir. _. — . 
Dep.. AD Aomu. 
Dep. AD Inv_ 
| Asst. Dir.: 

Adm. Ser 
Ext. Affa 
Fin. 

Gen. 


i Telephone Rvci. . — | 
; Director’s Scc’y — ; 



/ 


- VICTIM, RXTORT I 0 '! - 



oq.vc XHRFAT 

r >.i v^dpu j jc 77 ;.!»c a t v*TC n 0 o F J. 3 U? X? 4 r,vi 9 F 0 


"a or t 0 i;p pa ct •' r '|’LD •" IO T C T ’ t m~p wci)ay , v !^- CH 0, !?77, \ 

amp urp.yi jlC UL ^ - T °Tr^ cr ' V ’A°C'-’ >977. i-f 

- BffiriS ‘ / ' ^ 

p. |tp ve qT£T~p yr “ 5 £“3 DO Cj^F ‘-'7 FX4XI M r= _ 

T HI F OA?F (L&? -0-731 1 05 '* 1 ° PF) 97 IN BVFFALO FOR ?R ~^ MAR 15 ]g 77 
pp vtto? r>!DF XHF 5 FT7R N00 K OF MARCH 7, !? 77 »MU TO T77TIFX 
MARCH 9 , >977. 




7-126 (Rev. l0-6=.75) 

OPTIONAL TO Km NO. 10 

MAT It A 3 (Dm ON 

OKA TPM* (41 CTO 101 - 11 .* 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


FROM 


Memorandum 

i 

/ A 

S *v\ <T 


Section Chief 


A' 


C-G-T Section-* 
JOH A) 6 


subject: 

CC 



(Type or hand print.) 

DATE: 3 - ( O -7 

COMMITMENT REPOR 

Section 


Asidc. Dir. 

Dap. AD Adm. . 

Dap. AD Inv. 

Asst. Dir.: 

Admin. 


KOGv A-ilh C&5£LL~ 0‘CT/<^ 

€ y rdiZJ'to-u - A ^ 


f 


Comp. Syst. ___ 
Ext. Affoira ___ 
Filaa & Com. _ 
Can. |nv. - 
Idant. _ _ 


Inapoction . 
Intoll. 


Laboratory — 
Logoi Coun. __ 
Plan. 8 > Eval. _ 

Spoc. Inv. 

Training 


Tala phono R m. 

D i ractor Sac'y 



CC 


25 File # L 7V- V6G? 
35 Court/ Agency 


F&t>£H'4-L Coo* £ 


50 City & State /V' y 


79 Reason: 01. Guilty Plea 

02. Case Continued 

03. Case Dismissed 

04. Stipulation 


05. Testimony Not Needed 

06. Mistrial 

07. 6- i iz Ary 


77 Miscellaneous Commitments: (MC) 


79 Reason: 01. Lecture -Training (Others) 

02. Training (Self) 

03. Speech 

04. Pretrial Conference 


05. Field Examination of Evidence 

06. Research/Data Acquisition 

07. 


Results of Trial g^O/V Vl C. 


YYo ft/ 


08. Investigative Support 

09. Communication Support 


Prosecuting Attorney l0d(L<s 2L ft Defense Attorney U & A- 


Detaiis/Unusual or Interesting Circumstances: /L A <lQ&vT /t-/ &AJ ?~/4 /A f-/ Ctsi / |) 


<Le>^£CL 

(Z.C (ban /b X X)<^/LirVCr MOfl'i)/ 

/V I o^pf*- T ft /l tC / aJ / 91 3 


3e<iT (icwoitrc () , — cxoCy 

/7y~ QO’^9- neT 

f=( ? / ^i F~/~> c tS tj 3 r ^^>-grer->^/ <2^C 

not recorded* ^ 

^•/4 5 C t-S ,3" fipp - 


\ ^ 


. w i- 


b7C- 





FD-263 (Rev. 7-15-75) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE 

BUFFALO 


OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

BUFFALO 


4/26/77 


INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 


1/24/77 - 4/19/77 


TITLE OF CASE 


REPORT MADE' BY 


aka. * 

HOWARD COSELL - VICTIM 


CHARACTER OF CASE 




-/, ; 


EXTORTION; BOMB THREATS 


REFERENCES: 


Mated 2/12/76 


Report of SA 
at Buffalo. 

Buffalo letter to Bureau, dated 1/24/77. 


- C - 


ADMINISTRATIVE 


Extended period since submission of refirenced*^^^ 
report is to be noted but this case has beert in alpending 
inactive status in the Buffalo Office awaiting prosecution. 


Co 

3TUJ 

OO 


R-84 submitted under separate cov^r 


LU — * 
ro 



ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED 


CON VIC . 


1-BU 


PRETRI AL 
Ol VERSION 

FUG. 


■ 


dl NONE 


APPRO VEO 


COPIES MADE: 


lureaix (174 


SAVINGS 


RECOVERIES 


ACQUIT- 

TALS 


CASE H AS BEEN: 

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR Q£]YE3 I InO 
PENDING PROSECUTION 

OVER SIX MONTHS □ Y ES 6G NO 


SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CHARGE 


BureaiT (174-4669) 
1 - USA, Buffalo 
1 - Buffalo (9-1173) 




n* 


2 APR 2S V377 




DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 


iH 




REC-* 






<r 


Die semination Record of Attached Report 


Agency 

. 

j 


\ t > 

Request Reed. 




„ • 

Date Kwd. 


/ i 

1 


How Fwd. 

, 

L 



By 

msm 





JUL 3 1977 


-A*- 

COVER PACE 



c43 — IS — 8S48D-1 OI»c 







'D-204 (Rev. 3-S-.S9) 



I 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copytoj 1 - USA, Buffalo 

(ATTN: AUSA THEODORE J. BURNS) 


Report ol: 
Date: 


Field Office File #: 



9-1173 



Office.- Buffalo, New York 
Bureau File #: 174-4669 



HOWARD COSELL - VICTIM 


Character: 


EXTORTION; BOMB THREATS 


Synopsis: 


Details : 


Subject convicted USDC, Buffalo on 3/11/77 and on 
4/18/77, USD^^^uffalo suspended imposition of 
sentence rel|Pd®and placed him on probation. for 
period of one year. 


* ♦. oO « 

Th ofpn January 24, 1977, Assistant United States 
Attomey3£AUSA) THEODORE J. BURNS, Western District of 
— New York^^JDNY) , Buffalo, New York, advised the trial 
.. In captioned case had been reset for March 8, 1977. 


On March 9, 19/7, subject's trial commenced 
with jury selection on March 8, 1977. 



By letter dated March 14, 1977, AU SA BURNS 
adv^ed that on March 11, 1977, a jury found^m^P 
PPP guilty of mailing a threatening communication 
to HOWARD COSELL in October, 1973. United States 
District Judge (USDJ) JOHN T. CURTIN had scheduled 
sentencing for Monday, April 18, 1977. 


By communic ati on dated April 19, 1977, AUSA 
“ BURNS advised that oriTApf^^^^^^^^^^Judge CURTIN suspende 
imposition of sentence cnPUBUBH^and P^- ace d him on 
probation for a period of one year. 


- 1 * - 


' •'« document contain* neither r e com m endation* nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
*** be distributed ou t sid e your agency. 


☆ 0. S.GPO:1975-0-575-841 


,-rO-36 (Rev. 8-26-82) 


TRANSMIT VIA: 

□ Teletype 

□ Facsimile 

C3 Airtel 


PRECEDENCE: 

□ Immediate 

□ Priority 

□ Routine 



CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLASEFTO 

□ UNCLAS 

Date 771786 



Approved: 


Transmitted 


(Number) 


5 2 MAY 13 1987 














i 



MI 9A-1826 . 

jgreviously un dergone psychiatric evaluation. On 4/24/86, 
noted television and movie personality, 
receive^^^^mtter and cassette ta pe from subject, in 
which requested $5,000 from and made veiled 

threats to numerous individuals. This matter was pre- 
sented to Assistant United States Attorney (AUSA) 

R. JEFFREY WAGNER, Eastern District Of- Wisconsin (EDW) , 
on 6/25/86, who advised that he would review to determine 
if a violation existed. 

On 6/30/86, AUSA WAGNER was advised of subject's 
extortion attempt against HOWARD COSELL per referenced 
New York airtel. AUSA WAGNER stated that since subject 
identified himself in the above-mentioned letters, a 
latent fingerprint comparison is unwarranted. Upon 
receipt of the letter and tape which was sent to COSELL, 
AUSA WAGNER will review and render prosecutive opinion. 

REQUEST OF THE BUREAU 

identification Division/Latent Fingerprint 
Section is requested to discontinue processing letter 
per referenced New York airtel. 

.Laboratory Division/Document Section is 
requested 'to discontinue comparison of letter to 
anonymous letter file per referenced New York airtel. 

It is further requested that evidence be forwarded to 
the Milwaukee Division. 


Technical Services Division/Engineering Section 
is requested to continue examination of cassette tape 
and upon completion forward same to Milwaukee. 


2 * 


r 

7 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


AIRTEL 


DATE: 6/23/86 



: DIRECTOR, FBI 

(ATTN: ID/LFS; LABORATORY DIVISION/DOCUMENT 

SECTION; TSD/ENGINEERING SECTION ) 


: ADIC, NEW YORK (&A-2517 ) (RUC) (JTF-1) 


SUBJECT: 


Ho ward! tco & f,t .t r - victim ? 
'EXTORTION 
(00: MI) 


60630039 


_/ 



Enclosed for the Bureau are one letter with accompanying 
envelope and 90-minute cassette tape. 

For information, victim received enclosures in the mail 
on 6/1 8/86. COSELL immedi ately turned them over to the security 
chief , American Broadcasting Company, New 

YorkjNY, who immediately contacted the NY office of^^&^I. 
^HHI^Vthen turned over enclosures to NYO. 

e>-i.ndi 


Enclosed letter, which is rambling in natures— indicates 
subject wants $42 million from numerous people in the 
entertainment business. Numerous attempts to play accompanying 
cassette tape have met with negative results, and it appears, trhaT 
tape is not functional and in need of repair. 


REQUEST OF THE BUREAU 




Identification Division/Latent Fingerprint Section is 
requested to process enclosed letter f or, ■ l^n^ents^of value. [_ 

Laboratory DivisYcfi^/DcftS'rtyn^: Section is requested to 
compare enclosed letter to anonymous letter file^ jyj_ 8 1936 

Technical Services Division/Engineering Section 
requested to examine enclosed cassette tape, to "Sbe'i'f 
w >rkable order. 


Bureau (Encs. 3) 
lj - Milwaukee 
Jr - New York 


^C3 


,,ini X, J -;b7 


i 

•' / 

2 2988 


7W 





NY 9A-9517 


Above results should be furnished to Milwaukee Division, 
in that enclosures were mailed from what appears to be address of 
subject. Return address is as follows: 




In view of the above, NYO is considering this case RUC. 


- 2 - 





c_ 

i - 

a 3 

-i 5 


L 

>i2.MAY 


To: 


Re: 


REPORT 
of the 


LAB O HATORT 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 

ADIC, New York (3A-2517) (JTP-1) 


FBI FILE NO. 


LAB. NO. 


HOWARD COSELL - VICTIM; 
EXTORTION 

OO: Milwaukee 



July 23, 1986 

c/ , tf/s-y- f 

-9-69696-1 — 
60630039 D/E LL VT 


Examination requested by: 
Reference: 

Examination requested: 

Specimens received 

Specimens : 


Addressee 

/ 

Communication dated June 23 , v 1986 
Document - Engineering - Fingerprint 
June 30, 1906 




VS* 


o 


ro 


Ql Envelope twice postmarked "UPPER THIRD ST STA MILWAUKEE 
WI USPO JUNE 13 1986," bearing the handwritten address 
"to: Mr Howard Cosell 150 E. 69th Street New York, 

H.Y. 10021" 

Q2 Accompanying handwritten letter beginning "My Dear Mr 
Howard ..." 


ALSO SUBMITTED: 

90 minute cassette tape 


Enclosures (2) 



2 - Milwaukee (9A-1826) 

% : T T 

b ti 


Page 1 




o r/j-y- 




( over ) 



/ 





; fbi/doj 


Result of examination: 

Ql and Q2 were not identified in the Anonymous 
Letter File. Representative copies of these specimens 
have been added to this file for future reference. 

Ho watermarks or indented writing of value were 
found on Ql and Q2. 

No latent fingerprint 'examinations are being 
conducted in this matter per instructions in Milwaukee 
communication dated July 1, 1986. 

Ql and Q2 were photographed and are being returned 
to Milwaukee. The disposition of the ALSO SUBMITTED cassette 
tape and the results of the examination of that tape will 
be furnished separately. 


Page 2 

60630039 D/E LL 


V 


<p 


To: 


Re: 


RECORDED 
7/7/86 
Sctr ff j. 


6/30/86 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Laboratory Work Sheet 

ADIC, New York (9A-2517) (JTF-1) 


<k\ 

f. 7 

, 

LL VT 


HOWARD COSELL - VICTIM; 
EXTORTION 

00: Milwaukee 


FBI FILE NO. 

LAB. NO. 60630039 
YOUR NO. 


^jy 

ct 


!e 


Examination by 



-7 


J ’ 


fL 


(h*h i 


Examination requested by: 
Reference: 

Examination requested: 
Specimens received: 


Addressee 
Communication dated June 23, 1986 
Document - Fingerprint 
June 30, 1986 


Specimens : 

Q1 Envelope twice postmarked "UPPER THIRD ST STA MILWAUKEE 
WI USPO JUNE 13 1986," bearing the handwritten address 
"to: Mr Howard Cosell 150 E. 69th Street New York, 

N.Y. 10021" 

Q2 Accompanying handwritten letter beginning "My Dear Mr 
Howard ..." 

ALSO SUBMITTED: 


90 minute cassette tape 



FBI/ OO J 




/. 


A 


" 7 te 

y/ 










/ 


A 


7 ^ 


/ 

-f 





t* 


^yy 




£L 


t. /O , i v _ 




yy^i-> 




/ 


/ 


(S^y'tly'}'} ( rV A - / ' 



' / 

l 


/ 


■■') . 
y> / 






'Ly<—r 
s. 


. . /f V 

/iJAz^ . -f'toy 

y 

A 




7 - 




Examiner’s Name 



Date *7^3 Lab # b()b'b00'3^f 


Recognition Section: 


1. 

2. 

3 . 

4 . 

5 . 

6 . 

7 . 

8 . 
9 . 




/ 


10. 

11 . 

12 . 

13. 

14 . 

15 . 

16 . 

17 . 

18 . 


19 . 

28 . 

20 - 

29 

21 

30 . 

22 . 

31 

23 . 

32 . 

24 . 

33 . 

25 

34 . 

26 . 

35 . 

27 . 

36 . 


National Fraudulent Check File 


Date Date 

Searched Added 


Signature Section 

Company Name File 

Checkwriter Section - Classified as 

Gimmick Section 

Master Check Section 

_1 Counterfeit Travelers Checks 

Counterfeit Money Orders 

Counterfeit Checks 

Altered Travelers Checks 

Altered Money Orders 

Raised Bank Checks 

Checks prepared with False "Certified” Impressions 

Checks prepared with Press-On Letters 

Stolen Money Orders & Travelers Checks Section: 

Travelers Checks * Type # From To # 


Money Orders • Type 


Photographed: 

Date: 

Roll #: 


FOt/OOJ 




Data 

Searched 


Sections) 

Added 


Date 

Added 




7-2 ( 5 - 12 - 82 ) 


To: 


Re: 


RECORDED 

7/7/86 

Sattl 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


6/30/86 



Laboratory Work Sheet 


ADIC, New York (9A-2517) (JTF-1) 



HOWARD COSELL - VICTIM; 
EXTORTION 


FBI FILE NO. 
LAB. NO. 
YOUR NO. 


0 


69/^Y 


60630039 


% 


LL 


vr 


00 i Milwaukee 


Examination by: 


Examination requested by: 
Reference: 


Examination requested: 
Specimens received: 


Addressee 

Communication dated June 23 # 1986 


Document 
June 30 # 


- Fingerprint — 
1986 





Specimens i 

Q1 Envelope twice postmarked "UPPER THIRD ST STA MILWAUKEE 
WI USPO JUNE 13 1986#" bearing the handwritten address 
"tot Mr Howard Cosell 150 E. 69th Street New York# 
H.Y. 10021" 

Q2 Accompanying handwritten letter beginning "My Dear Mr 
Howard ..." 


ALSO SUBMITTED! 


2 


90 minute cassette tape 



FB1/OOJ 









60630039 D LL Q2 

u— 








60630039 D LLQl 






t of Justice 


Federal Bureau. of Investigation 
































HOWARD CO 
EXTORTION 


-VICTIMS ; 


SA further 

Fwas arrested by the 
and charged with threat to 
dismissed by the Milwaukee 
to lack of evidence. S __ 
incarceration at the Winne 
Wisc onsin, in August, 1985 
that was not believe 

beli^eathat would 


advised that' on March 18, 1986, 

Brown Deer, Wisconsin Police Department 
injure. The charge was subsequently 
Distr ict Attorney's Office due 

reiterated that duringt 

ago Mental Health Center, Winnebago , 

, a psychiatric evaluation determined 
d to be dangerous, however, it was 
continue this behavior pattern. 


This matter was presented to Assistant United States 
Attorney (AUSA) R. JEFFREY WAGNER, Eastern District of Wisconsin 
(EDW) on June 25, 1986. AUSA WAGNER advised that he would 
review instant matter to determine if a violation exists. 


The records of the Milwaukee Police Department, Bureau 
of Identification (B of I) number 153238, and the Milwaukee 
County Sheriff's O ffice. B of I number 54280 provide the follow- 
ing description oft” 


Name : 

“Sex : 

'~RgC ~gT " 

Da t e_. of Birth: 

Place- of Birth: 

Height : 

Weight : 

Eyes : 

Hair : 

Complexion : 

-g&X -Numbe r ? 

Social Security Account 
Number 

Marital Status : 

Address : 

Parents (father) 
(mother) 


Brothers and Sisters: 



185. pounds 

Brown 

Black 


Dark brown 




2 * 



FD-36 (Rev. 8-26-82) 


TRANSMIT VIA: 

□ Teletype 

□ Facsimile 

f-] X Airtel 


. PRECEDENCE 
□ Immediate 
... □ Priority 
■ □ Routine 







0*4a (Rev. 8-13-79) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 20535 

date: September 8, 1986 
to: SAC, Milwaukee (9A-1826) 


ICTIM; 


Re: 




i>7£ 



.dence 


HOWARD COSELL-VICTIMS; 

EXTORTION 

00: MILWAUKEE 

. Invpice of Contents 


one original Tone Master 90 magnetic tape cassette 
with the tape remounted in a Maxell C90 magnetic 
tape cassette housing (Q3) 



pci Retum toEngineetJ* 


Room 


2105 


TL 


FBI File # 
Case # 


■ 9 - 69 69 6 



60630039 D/E LL VT 


i rr 




^13 




■ - * * — ' 


Shipping 


tfUl Wt.:- 



□□Mail Room: 1B327, TL 152 
(registered mail) 

| j PSM - Supply Unit, 1B353 

(not registered) 




rei/DOJ 



FD-36 (Rev. 8-26-82) 

V 


$*■ 


t 


TRANSMIT VIA: 

□ 'Teletype 

□ Facsimile 
0 Airtel 


FBI 

PRECEDENCE: 

□ Immediate 

□ Priority 

□ Routine 


CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SE:CRET- 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLASEFTO 

□ UNCLAS 

Date 9/17/86 



Re WFO airtel to Director, 9/2/86. 

- For information of the Bureau and receiving offices , 

-«a summary of subject's letter writing -activities to date wasv 

furnished to Assistant United States Attorney (AUSA) R. JEFFREY 
WAGNER, Eastern District of Wisconsi^^^Llwaukee, Wisconsin, on 

jP '* ARMED AND DANGEROUS ^ 


q> - Bureau 


Los Angeles (9A-8005) (C-l) 
2 - San Francisco (9B-3946) 

2 - WFO (9A-5425) (C-4) 
aukee (9A-1826) 


9 ' 




6 SEP 23 1986 


Transmitted 


Per 


(Number) 


(Time) 



M 

- -y- 

98 FEB 3 1987 




MI 9A-1826 


8/8/86 and 8/26/86. AUSA WAGNER authorized prosecution of 
subject on '8/19/86, and on 9/3/86, advised that he was in 
the process of preparing an indictment. 

/ Milwaukee will advise as to decision of Federal 
Grand Jury. 


ARMED AND DANGEROUS 


8-261 (Rev. 3-17-86) 


1 



FBI 

TECHNICAL SERVICES DIVISION 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 



To: ADIC# New York (9A-2517 ) ( JTF-1}' October 1, 1986 



Examination requested by: 


ADIC, New York 


Reference: 

Examination requested: 


Airtel dated June 23 # 1986# Laboratory Report dated 
July 23# 1986# Milwaukee Airtel dated July 1# 1986 
Miscellaneous 


Remarks: 


The tape repair was performed by SA 
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Enclosures 2- (2 Technical Services division Reports) 

2 - Milwaukee (9A-1826) Enclosures 2 (2 Technical Services Division 

Reports ) 
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w REPORT 

ofttie 

r FBI 

TECHNICAL SERVICES DIVISION 
FEOERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 



HOWARD COSELL-VICTIMS; 
EXTORTION 


Specimens received June 30, 1986 

Q3 One ToneMaster 90 magnetic tape cassette marked in part 
•June 12th 1986" 

Result of examination: 

An examination of specimen Q3 revealed that it played 
backwards because the tape was twisted inside the housing. The 
tape was removed and remounted in a Maxell C90 magnetic tape 
cassette housing. 

Specimen Q3 was forwarded to the Milwaukee Office via 
registered mail on September 8, 1986. 



7-2 ( 5 - 12 - 82 ) 


RECORDED 

7/7/86 

sat#l 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Laboratoy Work Sheet 


ADIC, New York (9A-2517) (JTF-1) 

/ 

FBI FILE NO. 



EXTORTION 


LAB. NO. 

' YOUR NO. 






00: Milwaukee 


Examination by: 


Examination requested by: 


Addressee 


Reference: 

Examination requested: 
Specimens received: 


Communication dated June 23, 1986. 


Document - Fingerprint^- 



June 30, 1986 


Specimens : 

Ql Envelope twice postmarked "UPPER THIRD ST STA MILWAUKEE 
WI USPO JUNE 13 1986," bearing the handwritten address 
"to: Mr Howard Cosell 150 E. 69th Street New York, 

N.Y. 10021" 


Q2 Accompanying handwritten letter beginning "My Dear Mr 
Howard ..." 


ALSO SUBMITTED: 


90 minute cassette tape 
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0-4a (Rev. 8-13-79) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 

date: September 8, 1986 \ 

to: SAC, Milwaukee (9A-1826) 


I 



& 


HOWARD COSELL- VICTIMS; 

EXTORTION 

00: MILWAUKEE 


ev idence 

ot } e i ° r igi n al Tone Master|,90 magne tic' t ap e'ca s s e 1 1 e 


with the tape remounted i|n a Maxell C90 magnetic 


tape cassette housing 


■ Vi 

(Qfi) 

ll 


□3 toEneineeringSpcf i r>n 
Room . 2105 XL Newington 

FBI File U 9-69696-1 

cnee # Wb3o039 WE LL ~VT 


[ 1 Mnil Room: 1IW27. TL, 152 
(registered mnil) 


Shipping II 


Shipping Method 


I 


[~ | PSM - Supply Unit, 1B353 
(not registered) 


’•l 1 I 


I 

r 


«!f 



‘D-3« Kiev. 7-27-76) 

FBI 


TRANSMIT VIA: 

PRECEDENCE: 

CLASSIFICATION: 

1 1 Teletype ' 

1 I Immediate 

□ TOP SECRET 

1 1 Facsimile 

( I Priority 

□ SECRET 

E Airtel (Airmail) 

1 I Routine 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ E F T 0 

□ CLEAR 

. 9/26/79 


\' 


Wr- DIRECTOR, FBI 

p. ATTN: FBI LABORATORY, LATENT FINGERPRINT AND 

\ \ DOCUMENT SECTIONS 

FROMj/^ SAC, MILWAUKEE (9-NEW) (P) ^ 

UNSUB; /P X " 

HOWARD (fOSFLL - VIC TIM 

EXTORTION (A) — 

00: MILWAUKEE 



Re Milwaukee teletype to Bureau, 9/24/79. 

Enclosed for the Bureau is an extortionate 
letter regarding HOWARD COSELL with envelope addressed 
to Brown County Sheriff's Office, Green Bay, Wisconsin 
s 




Brown Countv Sheri f 


e Division, 


that ^ 

extortiona 

t 

e letter 


"Brown County sheriff's Office, Green Bay, Wisconsin 
c/.oo-i »i further, *~ r _ ’ * 1 -‘ — ’ * " ■ ■ — ’ 

"If Howard Cosell comes to .Green Bay on October 1, 

I’m going to kill him^^^p your sheriff's department 


i m going to Kill nim^ 
can't stop me." 

Bureau (Enc. l)'(m) 
1- New York (Info) a y 

1- Springfield (Inf on/ 

2- Milwaukee / v 


<5 / f-m 

1 juag/ioa. 

REC 20 - , 

2 1 1975 


!o- 


Approved 


TransmiltpH 


Ppf 

(Number) 

(Time) 

CPO : 1971 o - 225-939 








FBI 


FD-38 (Rev. 8-26-82) 


TRANSMIT VIA: _ 

□ Teletype 

□ Facsimile 
Q Air tel 


PRECEDENCE; 

□ Immediate 

□ Priority 

□ Routine 


. CLASSIFICATION: 

1 □ TOP SECRET - 
"□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLASEFTO 

□ UNCLAS 

. Date 9/26/86 


DIRECTOR, FBI 

(ATTN; PERSONAL CRIMES UNIT) 


FROM; SAC, WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE (9A-5425) (C-4) (RUC) 


VICTIM 


HOWARD COSTELL-VICTIM; EXTORTION; 

00; MILWAUKEE _ / si ^ 

RE; WFO aircei to Bureau, 9/2/86, and Milwaukee airtel 
Bureau, 7/3/86. 


ARMED AND DANGEROUS 

Inasmuch as the UNITED STATES CAPTIOL POLICE have -M 
been provided all details contained in Milwaukee airtel to the / 
Director (dated 7/3/86) and considered the matter resolved, / 
WFO will place incidents in RUC'd status. / 



occurs . 


However, WFO requests to be advised if prosecution 


1 




(^■Bureau 

2-^Milwaukee 

1-WFO 






fa) OCT 2 198S 


Approved: 




11 ^ 


Transmitted 


(Number) 


(Time) 





MI 9 -NEW 


On 9/24/79, AUSA MICHAEL J. TROST, U. S. Attorney's 
Office, Eastern District of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
advised of letter received by BCSO, Green Bay. TROST stated 
that because of the seriousness of the threat and because 
of the feasibility of HOWARD COSELL being in Green Bay on 
10/1/79, he was desirous of having the FBI Laboratory process 

the original letter with envelope in an effort to identify 

unknown subject. 


On 9/24/79, _ 

Green Bay Packers Professional Football 
;eam, inc„, IZbS Lombardi Avenue, Green Bay, Wisconsin, 
was advised of the letter which had been r eceived by the 
BCSO, Green Bay 0 Also on 9/24/79, Captain40J[^IH|fl|Hp 
Detective Division, Green Bay, Wisconsin, Police Department 
was advised of the letter received by the BCSO. 


NA), 


The above- listed individuals were all aware of 
the fact that HOWARD COSELL, sportscaster, ABC Sports, 

New York, is tentatively scheduled to broadcast the 
nationally televised football game involving the Green Bay 
Packers and the New England Patriots. 


REQUEST OF THE FBI LABORATORY 
\ 

Latent Fingerprint Section 

The Latent Fingerprint Section is requested to 
process enclosed letter with envelope for latent fingerprints. 


Document Section 

Upon completion of latent examinations, the 
Document Section is requested to conduct searches through 
the appropriate section of the anonymous letter file in 
an effort to identify unknown subject responsible for 
enclosed letter with envelope. 


2 * 


Laboratory Transmittal Form 
7-72 


1 - Mr. Avignone 


LABORATORY *_ 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
;■ WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 

^ To: SAC, Milwaukee (9-NEW) October 3, 1979 


From: Director, FBI 


FBI FILE NO. 


Re: 


UNSUB l/D 
HOWARD COSELL - 
EXTORTION (A) 



00: Milwaukee 


LAB. NO. 90928067 D MG 



Examination requested by: 


Reference: 


Milwaukee 


Alrtel dated September 26, 1979 


Examination requested: Document - Fingerprint 


Remarks: 




7- lb 


\ 


REPORT 
of the 


LABORATORY *- 


To: 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 

SAC, Milwaukee (9-NEW) 


October 3, 1979 

FBI FILE NO. Cl L J C/U 


LAB. NO. 90928067 D MS 

UNSUB; 

HOWARD COSELL - VICTIM; 

EXTORTION (A) 


Specimens received 

Q1 


Q2 


September 28, 1979 

Envelope postmarked "BUSHNELL, IL 61422 SEP 21 AM 
1979 s bearing the typewritten address “Brown County 
Sheriff's Office Sreen Bay, Wisconsin 54301" 

Accompanying typewritten letter beginning "If 
Howard Cosell . . . " 


Result of examination: 

The submitted evidence was searched through the 
Anonymous Letter File without effecting an Identification. 
Appropriate copies have been added for future reference. 

The type style on Q1 and Q2 most closely resembles 
Laboratory standards for a type style used by L. C. Smith 
company; 

No watermarks. Indented writing or other Identifiable 
characteristics were noted. 

The submitted evidence will be returned with the 
results of the latent fingerprint examination. 



FBI/ DO J 


. RECORDED 
S i 0/1/79 


FEDERAL BUREAU 0^ INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Laboratory Work Sheet 


avignone 


To: SAC, Milwaukee (9-NEW) 

/ 


UNSUB; 

HOWARD COSELL - VICTIM; 
Re: EXTORTION (A) 

00: Milwaukee 


FBI FILE NO. 


1-Cfliq- 



lab. NO. 90928067 D MG 
YOUR NO. 


Examination by: 


Examination requested by: 


Mi 1 waukee 


Reference: 

Examination requested: 


Airtel dated September 26, 
Document _ \~ \ f » *vV, 


Specimens received: September 28, 1979 


1979 


Q 1 Envelope postmarked "BUSHNELL, IL 61422 SEP 21 AM 

1979" bearing the typewritten address "Brown County 
Sheriff's Office Green Bay, Wisconsin 54301" 

Q2 Accompanying typewritten letter beginning "If 

Howard Cosell ..." 
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L.C. SMITH (usa) 


Formule 254 1 


Modele : Bureau 
Fabrioant : LO Smith A Corona 
Lieu de fabrication : U 8 A. 
Annies * 

Matrlouie : 1362. 591 0 II 


Hauteur du " M " 
Hauteur du n u " 
Motion : 


2,90 mm 
2 .00 mm 


Type de oaraotkres : PICA 
Fabrique de oaraotfcres : 


irique de oaraotfcres : origine <u.$.a> 
0 L A V I I R 22 33 44 55 


Largeur max papier : 872 mm 
Type de olavier i europeen 
interligne S 4 eflmm 
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1 interligne s peux-tu m'envoyer de oe bon vieux whjsky oomme oelui que 

J*ai bu ohez frangois le frfere du forgeron du Tillage 


2 interlignes: PEUX TU M ENVOYER DE OE BON VIEUX WHI8KY OOMME OELUI QUE 
J AI BU OHEZ FRANCOIS LE FRERE DU FORGERON DU VILLAGE 
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RECORDED FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

TQ/1 /79 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Loborataiy Work Sheet 


AVIGNONE 


To: SAC, Milwaukee (9-HEM) 


UNSUB; 

R HOWARD COSELL - VICTIM;. 
: EXTORTION (A) 

00: Milwaukee 


FBI FILE NO. ^ - (£ if '? ~) Lj - g-} 

LAB. NO. 90928067 D MG 

YOUR NO. 

Examination by: 


Examination requested by: Milwaukee 

Reference: Alrtel dated September 26, 1979 

Examination requested: Document - v- * ^ ^ \ 

Specimens received: September 28, 1979 


Q1 


Q2 


Envelope postmarked “BUSHNELL, IL 61422 SEP 21 AM 
1979" bearing the typewritten address "Brown County 
Sheriff’s Office Green Bay, Wisconsin 54301" 

Accompanying typewritten letter beginning "If 
Howard Cosell ..." 
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90928067 
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If Heward Sl^^im.And your 

on October 1 , ^flan ?^.p »•- 
aheriff "a department can t ai.e P 
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pugg^^/V.** .* <; 
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909^8067 ^ Q- ^ 
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RECEIVED - 

teletype unit 
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Exec. ’ 
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Aim. 
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Crim. 
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Went. 
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Training. 
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0 • OCT 03 E? < - T « M rvnTVO tq yiLL HIM. * NP- YO n ° SHRIFT’S 
-.ra»P T^rMT ra N T STOP ME.” SA ID LETTER VMS ?RESy?M.rL]j 

DIRECTED TOMRD HOWARD CO SELL , S^QET SCA STER WITH ASC TELEV I TIC*’.' 

/A r • j<. . • 1 

OM EEPT^cV, 197^,,.AL'SA MICHAEL J. TR0S7, ED'-', M ILV \" V ?-Z g * 

: EX-1 25 



jEC-jua 


6 o OCT 1 rig® 


2^ i T ’ 

53 SEP 2S 1979 




• t 

✓ 

^ ■> 


RAGE. - TWO MI 9- NEW UNCLA.S 

at e ^muimHBIHIBHIilHIV 

/ 

SHEEN' b&y hackees professional football team , INC. , 

12S5 LOMBARD I AVENUE, GREEN BAY (BHO*‘»N COUNTY) , WISCONSIN, 
ADVISED. fHHPsTA TED ON OCT. 1 , 1979, A MONDAY NIGHT GAME W A S 
SCHEDULE D BETWEEN ORR r N Q a Y PaCVERS AND NEW ENGLA ND PATRIOTS. 

HE S AID THIS MAS. A NATIQNqM y ty; ryjcr-) r*vr BY ABC S H OH T S . 

ABOVE INFORM AT ION F'lRNISHED s po INGFIELD AS 1 £tt£o OHIGI m ATED 
01 B U S UV ELL (MC DGMOUGH COUNTY) , ILLINOIS. 

MILWAUKEE A COUP. ING ORIGINAL LETTER WITH ACCOMPANYING 
ENVELOPE FOR SUBMISSION TO F3IHQ, LABORATORY DIVISION. 

NEW YORK AT NEW YORK. WILL AT HEADQUARTERS, ABC SPORTS, 
A DVISE HOWARD CO SELL TH AT EXTORTIONATE-TYPE LETTER RECEIVED BY 
BROWN COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE, GREEN BAY, WISCONSIN, IN VIEW OF 
COjSELL ’ 3 ANTICIPATED APPEARANCE AT GREEN BAY ON OCT. !, 1979, 
r O p OR BR N BAY PACKERS VS. NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS, WHICH IS A 

nationally televised football game. 

_ * — 

ST 


MAILED 3 


1-336' (Rev. 4-28-78) 



FEukR ' BUREAU OF INVESTIGAi N 

Washington, D. C. 20537 

REPORT 

of the 

LATENT FINGERPRINT SECTION 
IDENTIFICATION DIVISION 


YOUR FILE NO. 
FBI FILE NO. 
LATENT CASE NO. 


3-78471 
T0: SAC, .Milwaukee 


October 4, 1979 


; U 


RE: 


OIISCB. 

HOWARD COSELL 
EXTORT I OH 


- VICTIM 




REFERENCE: 
EXAMINATION RE 
SPECIMENS: 


__ 9-26-79 
D BY: Milwaukee 

Envelope, Ql 
Letter, 32 


ilO-1-7 9 . 


This report supplements and confirms Bucal on 


cn 


•’ ] The specimens are further described in a separate 

0 — I Laboratory report. 

Li. ; 




Two latent fingerprints of value were developed 
on 'll. :?o latent prints of value were develooed on 32. 



The specimens are enclosed. 


■>' ;\ ■■ 
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Loboratory 

Legal Coun. _ 
Plan. & Insp. . 

Rec. Mgnt. 

Tech. Servs. _ 
T raining 


b-p 


-- ***-*'*- 


C\ 


Training 

Public AI(i. OH k\\\ THIS REPORT IS FURNISHED FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Telephone Rm. |V 

Director' M4JI.JWQM C3^' / . .h:J t 
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0 'q4 1 ^- 


RECORDED 

10/1/79 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


AVIGNONE 


Laboratory Work Sheet 


Recorded: 10/1/79, 11:00 am. 

To: SAC, Milwaukee 


Recorded: 10/1/79 


UNSUB; 

HOWARD COSELL - VICTIM; 
Re: EXTORTION OO 

00: Milwaukee 


! 

Examination requested by: Mi 1 Wdukee 


FBI FILE NO(^V / / - ■ f . 

LAB. NO. 90928067 D MG 


YOUR NO. 

LC# B-78471 


Examination by: 


Examiner: 
Noted By: 



Reference: 


Airtel dated September 26, 1979 


Examination requested: 


Document 



Specimens received: September 28, 1979 


Q1 Envelope postmarked "BUSHNELL, IL 61422 SEP 21 AM 

1979" bearing the typewritten address "Brown County 
Sheriff's Office Green Bay, Wisconsin 54301" 

02 Accompanying typewritten letter beginning "If 


Howard Cosell . 





II 



Examination completed. 


Time 


L h ± 

I Date 


~) 3 Dictated 


M 




Date. 


(Airmail) 


9/26/79 


TO i DIRECTOR, FBI 

ATTN: FBI LABORATORY, LATENT FINGERPRINT AND 

DOCUMENT SECTIONS 

FROM: SAC, MILWAUKEE (9-NEW) (P) 

UNSUB: 

HOWARD COSELL - VICTIM 
EXTORTION (A) 

00: MILWAUKEE 


Re Milwaukee teletype to Bureau, . 9/24/79. 

Enclosed for the Bureau is an extortionate 
letter regarding HOWARD QOSELL with envelope addressed 
to Brown County Sheriff's Office, Green Bay, Wisconsin 
54301, postmarked Bushnell, Illinois, 9/21/79. 


For information FBI Laboratory, Latent Finger- 
>rint and Document Se ctions, on 9/24/79, Captain 

Brown Count2Sheriff*^0ffice(BCS( 
Sen Boy, Wisconsin, advised 
Green Bay Resident Agency, Milwaukee Division, that 
his department was in receipt of* an extortionate letter. 


^■■■Marfvlsed the letter was addressed to 
"Brown County Sheriff's Office, Green Bay, Wisconsin 
54301. " Farther, the latter was typewritten and stated, 
"If Howard Cosell comes to Green Bay on October 1, 

I'm going to kill him. And your sheriff's department 
can't stop me." 


3^ Bureau (Enc. 1) (RM) 
l- New York (Info) 
l- Springfield (Info) 
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^ ^ On 9/24/79* 4DSA MICHAEL J. TBOST, TJ. S. Attorney** 
Office. Eastern District of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, Wisconsin* 
advised of tatter received toy BCSO, Green Bay, TBOST stated 



and Ww jium 
in Green Bay on 




cause of the seriousness of the 
feasibility of BOWAKD GOSHLL 
toe ms desiro us of hav ing the 

nal tetter with envelope in an effort to identify 
subject, • \ . - y ■'.■ 




24/79, 
Green 









i, me*, ixuj 4wiai m Aveuuci Green Bay, Wis 
wasa dvisea of the letter which had been 
BCSO. Green Bay. Also so 9/24/79, Canter 
Detective Division* Green Bay, Wisconsin, 







I' V •*$«£ 




■r .^S-'A* ’J * .« 


the feet toW»t BOUAKD 
Heir York, is tentatively si 
nationally televised footbal 
Packers and the New England 



ed to broadcast 

too*** |h. Gr.ee B*r 





Detent 

The latent. Fju 
letter 


t Section 



Fingerprint Section Is requested to 
er with envelope for latent fingerprints. 


D oc umen t Section 

?- Upon cnopletlen of latent examinations, the 
B ocuwent Section is request**! tp conduct searches through 
the appropriate section of the anonymous letter file in 
«d effort to Identify unknown subject responsible for 
letter with envelope, -.r 



CRIMINAL INVE \LGATIVE DIVISION 
SEPTEP^Jr. 25, 1979 

^ - 4 1 • J 

In attached teletype the Milwaukee Division advises 
of extortion of ABC, Television Sportscaster , 

Howard Cosell. 

On 9/24/79, the Brown County Sheriff's Office, 

Green Bay, Wisconsin, received typed letter that 
states "If Howard Cosell comes to Green Bay on - 
October 1, I'm going to kill him. And your Sheriff's 
Department can't stop me." 

AUSA EDW, Milwaukee, advised of above facts. 


It was determined a nationally televised game is 
scheduled for 10/1/79 , with the Green Bay Packers 
playing host to the New England Patriots. 

Milwaukee to acquire original letter for submission 
to FBI Laboratory. Postmark reveals letter mailed 
from Bushnell, Illinois. 


The New York Division is to contact Mr. Cosell to 
advise of contents of letter. 


1 - Mr 
1 - Mr 
1 - Mr. Boynton 





Exec. AD-Adn^fl/ (dent. 

Exec. A0-lnv. iT Intel!. 

Exec. AD-LESi * 1 * Laboratory 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


PROSECUTIVE REPORT OF INVESTIGATION CONCERNING 


UNKNOWN SUBJECT; 

HOWARD COSELL - VICTIM 
EXTORTION 


Fei/ DOJ 


MI 9-1648 


TABLE OF CONTENTS 


Narrative of Offense 
Prosecutive Status 
Miscellaneous Investigation 
Scientific and Technical Reports 



FD-518 (12-2-77) 


Copy to: 1- USA, Milwaukee 

j>;» 

Report of: SA Milwaukee 

Dote: 10/23/79 

Field Office File #: MI 9-1648 BoreouFile#: 


Narrative of Offense: 

Official, Brown County Sheriff's Office, Green Bay, 
Wisconsin, advised BuAgent, Green Bay, his department was in 
receipt of an extortionate type letter. The letter from the 
State of Illinois, stated, "If Howard Cosell comes to Green Bay 
on October 1, I'm going to kill him. And your sheriff's 
department can't stop me." AUSA, Eastern District of Wisconsin, 
requested FBI conduct extortion investigation to identify unknown 
subject. Cosell appeared in Green Bay, Wisconsin, on behalf 
of ABC Sports, to broadcast nationally televised football game. 
Green Bay Packers versus New England Patriots, on 10/1/79, without 
incident. On 10/10/79, AUSA declined prosecution. 


B-l 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. fbi/ 


MI 9-1648 


PROSECUTIVE STATUS: 


1. On 9/24/79, AUSA Michael J. Trost, Eastern District of 
Wisconsin, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, was advised of extortion 
letter received at the Brown County Sheriff's Office, 
making extortionate type threat toward Howard Cosell, 

ABC Sports, New York, New_ York. AUSA Trost stated 
because of the seriousness of the threat and because 
of the feasibility of Howard Cosell being in Green Bay 
on 10/l/79, he was desirous of having the FBI Laboratory 
process the original letter with envelope in an effort 
to identify unknown subject. 

2. On 10/10/79, AUSA Trost was recontacted. He was ad- 
vised that unknown person who had furnished letter 
from State of Illinois to Brown County Sheriff's Office 
threatening Howard Cosell, had not been identified. 
Further, Howard Cosell appeared at Green Bay, Wisconsin, 
on 10/1/79 to broadcast nationally televised football 
game, Green Bay Packers versus New England Patriots 
without incident. AUSA Trost stated he would decline 
prosecution in that subject was not identifiable and 
victim Cosell had appeared at Green Bay on 10/1/79 
without incident. 


O H* £ nj tnrr rt n OO-rt 



ew rorK, New Yor 


American Broadcasting Company (.ABC), 
telephone 212/887-5321, advised that 


D-l 
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MISCELLANEOUS INVESTIGATION, CONT.: 


he had heard on this date from FBI, New York, that a 
threatening letter had been received by the ^rowr^jountv 
Sheriff's Office concerning Howard Cosell. 
was advised that the Green Bay Resident Agency of the 
FBI was aware of this letter and in fact it had been 
turned over to this office and forwarded to the FBI Laboratory 
in Washington, D.C. It was also advised that appropriate 
leads had been set forth concerning the matter. 


said that in the event further 
urgent information should be forthcoming concerning 
this matter he can be reached at the above number or in 

his absence the director of security, 

can be reached at telephone 212/887-7119. 


said the man in charge of the Monday 
night f ootballbroadc ast by ABC in Green Bay on 10/1/79 
will be flHHHHHHP who intends to arrive in Green Bay 
on Friday, 9/28/79, and will b^^^dged at the Holiday Inn, 
exact location not yet known. ^H^piadvis ed Howard 
Cosell will be staying at the Ramada Inn near Green Bay, 
but his exact itinerary is not known at this time. 


further stated that he has been in 

telephonic contact with both the Chief and Deput\^Chief^ 
of the Green Bay Police Department and Captain^HmiV 
of the Brown County Sheriff's Office concerning this matter. 
He does, not know their exact plans yet but they will 
probably furnish private security for Mr. Cosell in addi- 
tion to local security arrangements they have made with 
local authorities. 


On 9/26/79 , (Legal Section, ABC 

Sports), New York City, telephone 212/887-5042, was ad- 
vised of the extortionate- type letter which was r eceived 
by the Brown County Sheriff's Office on 9/24/79 , 
stated Howard Cosell is scheduled to appear in Green Bay 
on 10/1/79 for the Green Bay Packers versus New England 
Patriots football game which will be nationally televised. 


MI 9-1648 


MISCELLANEOUS INVESTIGATION, CONT.: 


Brock stated that since the aforementioned letter was 
indeed threatening to Howard Co sell, he would ensure 
that Howard Cosell is advised in' regards to this matter. 
fl^HBstated that Howard Cosell will appear in Green Bay 
o^^W/1/79 and no schedule changes are anticipated 
at this time. 
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SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL REPORTS 
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REPORT 
of the 


-a-- LABORATORY a 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 

to: SAC, Milwaukee (9-NEW) October 3, 1979 


FBI FILE NO. 

LAB. NO. 90928067 D MG 

UNSUB; 

HOWARD COSELL - VICTIM; 

EXTORTION (A) 


Specimens received September 28, 1979 

' Q1 Envelope postmarked "BUSHNELL, IL 61422 SEP 21 AM 

1979" bearing the typewritten address "Brown County 
Sheriff's Office Green Bay, Wisconsin 54301" 

Q2 Accompanying typewritten letter beginning "If 

Howard Cosell ..." 


Result of examination: 

The submitted evidence was searched through the 
Anonymous Letter File without effecting an identification. 
Appropriate copies have been added for future reference. 

The type style on 01 and Q2 most closely resembles 
Laboratory standards for a type style used by L. C. Smith 
company. 


No watermarks, indented writing or other identifiable 
characteristics were noted. 

The submitted evidence will be returned with the 
results of the latent fingerpiyjLt examination. 
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P9I/D 


h <RAL BUREAU OF INVESTS ilON 

Washington, D. C. 20537 

REPORT 

of the 

LATENT FINGERPRINT SECTION 
IDENTIFICATION DIVISION 

your file no. October 4. 1979 

FBI FILE NO. 

LATENT CASE NO. B-78471 
TO: SAC, Milwaukee 


1-336 (Rev. 4-28-78) 



UMSUB. ; -J 
HOWARD COSELL 
EXTORTION 


VICTIM 


REFERENCE: Airtel 9-26-79 

EXAMINATION REQUESTED BY: Mil wau Xee 

Envelope, Ql 
Letter, Q2 


SPECIMENS: 




This report supplements and confirms Bucal on 

10-1-79. 

The specimens are further described in a separate 
Laboratory report. 

Two latent fingerprints of value were developed 
on Ql. No latent prints of value were developed on Q2. 

The specimens are enclosed. 

Enc. (2) 
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THIS REPORT IS FURNISHED FOR OFFICIAL USE 




(See page 2 


for additional Titles) 
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Re New York teletype to Butte, dated 9/24/82, 
captioned Howard Cosell - Victim, Extortion 

WFO teletyp^t^^^^^B^eau , dated 9/15/82; Butte teletype 
to the Bureau, dated 9/16/82; and Butte airtel to the 
Bure'au, dated 9/20/82, captioned "Unsub; Threat Against U 
Supreme Court Justice Warren Burger - Victim; Extortion";. 
Brooklyn-Queens airtel to the Bureau, dated 9/3/82; Brooklyn- 
Queens teletype to the Bureau, dated 9/3/82; Butte teletype 
to the Bureau, dated 9/9/82; Butte airtel to the Bureau,, 
dated 9/20/82; and FBI Laboratory reports, dated 9/29/8/ and 
10/13/82, captioned "Unsub, Threat to Bomb Unknown Lufthansa 
Aircraft, 9/10/82, DAMV" ; Butte teletype to Bureau, dated 
9/4/82; and Seattle teletype to dm Bureau , dated 9/6/82, 
captioned "15 MAY ORGANIZATION ,MHf- PFLP - TERRORISM, 

00: Detroit". 


\ 


'A 




! jp.bl 


(Si 


i. 



=2 UJ 



Sx5 


- Bureau (Enc. 8 ) '‘“-lOwijffij] 

2 - Brooklyn-Queens MRA (Enc. 2) 
2 - Detroit (Enc. 2) 

1 - Honolulu (Enc. 2) 

1 - Miami (Enc. 2) 

2 - New York (Enc. 4) 

(1 - 9A-8861) 

(1 - 199-2209) 

1 - Phoenix (Enc. 2) 

1 - Seattle" (199-343.) (Enc. 2) 

2 - WFO (Enc. 2) 

7 - Butte • , 

(2 - 9A-1256 ) 

(2 - 9A-1254 ) 

(2 - 149A-180 ) 

(1 - 199-123) 



./ / 

/ 



UNRECORDED COPY FILED IH 


BT #9A-1256 


Subject : , (continued) 


UNSUB; 

THREAT AGAINST U. S. SUPRn * 

COURT CHIEF JUSTICE WARREF _>URGER 
VICTIM 
EXTORTION 
Bni'i'P F 1. 1* 


Q&-19S4 (C) 



threat to bomb unknown Lufthansa 

AIRCRAFT • 

9/10/82 

DAMW o 

Butte File 149A-180 (C) 




5 MAY ORGANIZATION 

PPLP - TERRORISM 


Detroit 


Butte File 199-123 


(RUC) 
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/ Enclbk'fed“for the Bureau is the origin al and seven 
copies of an LHM captioned 

Enclosed for New York are tour 1 copies of this same 
LHM and for additional recipients of this communication, two 
copies have been enclosed. 

As set forth in the been 

identified as the author of four extortion letters, representing 
the cases captioned above. Receiving orfices have been provided 
with copies of the LHM for their respective^ files, as well as 
for dissemination to appropriate agencies where deemed necessary 

In view of the USA's opinion, Billings, Montana, no 
further investiaation is contemplated by the Butte Division in 
any of the captioned matters. A copy of the LHM has been 
provided to the USA, Billings, Montana, to confirm his 
opinion and also to the US Secret Service, Great. Falls, Montana 
for their information. 


b7£ 



_ *3 * - 


U.S. Department of Justice 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 



in Reply, Please Refer to Butte, Montana 59702 

File No. December 23 , 1982 



Deer Lodge, Montana , has been 
following described letters: 


an inmate at Montana State Prison, 
identified as the author of the 


Montana , 
follows : 


A letter f 
dated Augus 


rom' 
t 23 


1982 to Howard Cosell and 


Deer 
quoted 


Lodge , 
as 


"You will now die because of your 

government lies. KXLF TV 4, Butte, 
will also die and all ABC TV will 
be murdered. You all tell lies 
and bullshit. I be out in October 
and will be there to get you and 
all ABC government liars. 

Enjoy all you can now time is running 
out on all of you. 

Liars Liars 


Liars Liars 


You all will die this is serious. 
You make me go crazy and want to ' 
kill - including the PB." 



\ ' d. . , 

• 1 • ^ ji ■ - - 

j s \\L/a/Jp/4X~.}} 


This document contains nei 
mendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 
It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its con- 
tents are not to be distributed outsice 
your agency . 



bic 






, A handwritten letter on yellow-lined paper, which 
bore a return address of P. 0. Box 7, Deer Lodge, Montana, 
addressed to Pan American Airlines, Seattle-Tacoma Airport, 
Attention: Operations Manager, 98420 (which is incorrect 

zip code). The letter was dated August 26, 1982, and is 
quoted as follows: 

"Dear Pan Am, 

You now are on what one calls 
notice! I have arranged every- 
thing! The contract on your 
airlines is out and paid for. 

Several locations and various 
flights will be blown up at what 
one might call random. You 
support the Israel government 
therefore must pay. The PLO 
would mean peace but no you at 
Pam Am want more conflict. You 
tell government lies therefore - 
must pay. And pay you will with 
loss of planes and offices 
thru-out the country. They start 
going boom September, 10; unless 
of course you come out and support 
and PLO, Irag and Iran and help 
save our oil and gas supplies to 
our country. I will be watching 
TV for your reply. Act now or 
suffer the pains of being anti 
peace ! " 

A letter, dated August 27, 1982, with a return address 
of Box 7, Deer Lodge, Montana, 59722, captioned "Lufthansa 
1640 Heamstead Turnpike, East Medow , New York, 11554, which is 
quoted as follows: 

"Sirs - you, like Pan Am must now 
suffer my wrath. I have arranged 
' your airlines demise. Oh yes, 
very sneaky I am ajwL-able to do 
this easily. The ^hone works wonders 
anyhow. 


2 





/ peace? I know you do so 

your planes will start going 
boom as well and at random, 
along with various offices. 

You tell government lies like 
Cosell and ABC TV and Pan Am 
so suffer with them at my 
me r icy . I have now so 
September 10 be on the lookout. 

You can't catch me nor stop me. 

Only I have the power to stop 
vour fate. Go on TV and I'll 
watch to see that you comply. 

Then I'll cancel my orders to 
my crew. You have only to 
September 10 SI" 

A letter, dated September 7, 1982, on plain paper, 
with no return address, which is quoted as follows: 


"Warren Burger Supreme Court, 
you do ratten mean things to 
us and hurt us. Now you will 
pay dearly for your crimes! 
Your a worse criminal than 
Hitler ever was. My crew will 
get you. I've arranged all. 
Think about that!! You can't 
hide now crook creep." 




was interviewed on September 20, 
1982, at ^^^^k^tane^^tat^^Prison , Deer Lodge, Montana, and 
readily admitted writing the letter to Howard Cosell. At that 
time, he also admitted writing threatening letters to Pan 
American Airlines, Lufthansa Airlines, and Supreme Court 
ChiefJustice Warren Burger. The full text of the interview 
with^Bfollows : 
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ily Missoula, Mo ntana, newspaper which per- 
7. stated that Chief Justice 

le like hiipse^: in jail and "he is mean." 
ndicated this made him mad and he immediately 
Justice Warren Berger. 


Investigation on. 


9/30/82 


Deer Lodae, Montana 

land 


.Date dictated. 


. BT f 9A-1256 


10/1/82 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to pe distributed outside your agency. _ ^ __ 
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bid 



visualize^^^^^B^IV writing such letters. 

lis medicated with tranquilizers, 


(advised that 
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By letter dated October 18, 1982, U. S. Attorney 
Byron H. Dunbar, Billings, Montana, furnished a copy of the 
above letter to the FBI, Butte, Montana. Mr. Dunbar, in 
his letter, stated in part, "I should add my own personal 
opinion, which is that a prisoner who, is in State Prison, 
should not be able to use the Federal Law in an effort to 
be incarcerated in a prison of his cho^e^^^^cop^^^i. 

Mr. Dunbar's letter was also sent 
the Montana State Prison. 


b nt 


During subsequent contacts with U. S. Attorney 
Dunbar, he reiterated his opinion as set forth in the letter 
dated October 18, 1982, and stated that he would decline 
prosecution at this time. 

In view of the above, the FBI, Butte Division, is 
conducting no additional investigation into these matters. 





















ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED 


NONE 


RECOVERIES 



APPRO VED 
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SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CHARGE 


ACQUIT-I CASE HAS BEEN: • :• 

TALS | _ 

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR I * Y ES Cup NO 
PENDING PROSECUTION ' •! 

OVER SIX MONTHS 1 I Y ES |X| NO 


DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW : 



Di sseminotioo Record of Attached Report 


Agency 


Request Reed. 


Date Fwd. 


How Fwd. 
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UOr. A.T O RT 


^ - FEDERAL BUREAU OF i?1 VEST! G AT20N v V t . j 

•- jjj ■ WASHINGTON, D. C. 2©53S;:;;;,-^ 

ToySAC, . Denver (9-2317) , ; /. - Dcte : January 22 

:7 -cr : : ^ , rB i- Ftle No - 9-56080^^- 

ResUlxoDB,. - •.••• v-^f-Ar -• Lcb.No.* D-7501Ofifrtfi v ' 

fc ‘ vrirtu™ r^s?AA: VTrTrr "" * " ; ' r '- U /o0106046 



- VICTIM; 


mwi JLUiN — BO L33— THREATS— : ; . : : : ' yy/ yy'y ■ y ■ ■ ■; . 

Spccirr.ci.3 received \/Q /75 ' ; .. 1 L ' •»■ ’ 

QS S^ 1 2£% P 2 Stnarked " U * 3. POSTAL SERVICE, 00*800 PM 167 
DEC 19/ hearing written address "Mr. Howard Cosell 
To Cicy editor Of Rocky Mountain News Denver Colorado 

Q9 Two sheets of paper bearing written message beginning 
D ° ar j ir ^ ou Detter kick that man of Comenteto’' »» 
and ending on the second page "Be shot. Be Eomb ok!'** 

Result of examination: ' v - 

_ 14 . , Q8 and 9 9 were associated with this case as a -o 

lesult of a search of the Anonymous Letter File. 

. . Characteristics observed indicate that the 
questioned writing on 08 and 09 was p r e p ared by ~t he w r i ter 
or writers of the questioned writing on 01 through Q7 
previously submitted in this case. - r ■ ’ -- — 






ED-16 (Rev. S-22-64) 


' ' v : 

Transmit th^following in 


AIRTEL 


Date: 12/27/74 


(Type in plaintext or code i 


AIRMAIL, REGISTERED 


(Priority) 


DIRECTOR, FBI"~ — 

ATTENTION: LABORATORY - DOCUMENT SECTION' 


FROM: SAC, DENVER (9-2317) (P) 

SUBJECT : UNSUB ; 

HOWARD COSELL - C 

VICTIM 

EXTORTION 

00 : DENVER 


'f 


& 


Enclosed for the Document Section is a copy 
of a letter received by^pmH|H^ Editorial Department, 
"Rocky Mountain News," Denver^Colorado . The letter con- 
tains a threat on the life of HOWARD COSELL, possibly 
identical to the well-known sports commentator. On 
12/24/74, the contents of the letter and the_facts„of. the — 
case were discussed with First Assistant USA W. ALLEN 
SPURGEON, Denver, Colorado and Mr. SPURGEON stated due to 
the contents of the letter he did not feel this case 
merited further prosecution or further investigation. 


REQUEST OF THE BUREAU: 


The Document Section is requested to compare enclosed 
letter with other anonymous, .letters in the anonymous ^ I 

letter file. ’’ 44 f O&O * l 

First Assistant USA , SPURGEON *s opinion being 

confirmed by separate communication. _____ 

,«*<. Reit^eo .jpTS. 5fZ, ]p7Cs 

SJ ...... - a • JM1/JE 1875 


3 Bureau (AM,RM) 


») >) Q] 
























REPORT 
of the 


'^tL^LABORATORT 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
H WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 " " 

SAC, Denver (9-2317) rieTvr’*,' 'i V/ '■$? * ‘y Dateri-lV;; 


' FBI File No 


Manuary x 227~ 1975 
9-56080 : V T 


UNSUB; 




" " •’Lab.' No.—t . 


D-750106046 PF ; 


- BOMB THREATS 

Specimens received 1/6/75 


Q8 Envelope postmarked ”U. 3. POSTAL SERVICE, CO 800 PM 16 
DEC 1974" bearing written address M Mr. Howard Cosell 
To City Editor Of Rocky Mountain News Denver Colorado. 


Q9 Two sheets of paper bearing written message beginning 
’’Dear Sir You better kick that man of Come nte tor. . 
and ending on the second page ”Be shot. Be Bomb ok.” 


Result of examination: 


Q8 and Q9 were associated with this case as a 
result of a search of the Anonymous Letter File. 


Characteristics observed indicate that the 
questioned writing on Q8 and Q9 was prepared by the writer 
or writers of the questioned writing on Q1 through Q7 , 
previously submitted in this case. 


Q8 and Q9 are attached. 



HBiMfiiim 





